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2. Mikhail Bakhtin (1895 - 1975)

3. dialogism

4. subject in process

5. Vincent B. Leitch ( 1944 )
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1. Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913)

2. Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin (1895-1975)

3. Roland Barthes (1915 - 1980)

4. Robert-Alain de Beaugrande (1946 - 2008)

5. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844 - 1900)

6. An Hafez. Frage eines Wassertrinkers (Eng: To Hafez: Question of a Water Drinker)
7. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749 - 1832)

8. West-6stlicher Divan (Eng: West—Eastern Divan, 1819)
9. Inter-subjectivity

10. subjctivity

11. transection

12. inter

13. textus
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4. Hyphology
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. hetwork
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1. différance

2. Graham Allen (born 1963 )

3. Jacques Lacan (1901-1981)

4. Text Production ( 1979 )

5. Intertextuality (2000 )

6. Discourse and the Death of the Author
7. Jacques Derrida (1930 - 2004)

8. Deconstruction and the Deferral of Meaning
9. Jean Baudrillard (1929 - 2007)

10. The text as simulacrum

11. Christian Doumet (born 1941)

12. mysterious sociality of books

13. Revolution in Poetic Language (1974)
14. Image-Music-Text (1977 )

15. Intertextuality

16. Semiotics of Poetry ( 1978 )
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1. The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry ( 1973 )
2. Palimpsests: Literature in the Second Degree ( 1982 )
3. Mary Margaret Orr (1960 )

4. Intertextuality: Debates and Contexts ( 2003 )

5. Handbook of Narrative Analysis ( 2005 )

6. Luc Herman

7. Bart Vervaeck ( 1958 )

8. Postmodernist Fiction ( 1987 )

9. Brian McHale (born 1952)

10. Intertextuality and Ontology ( 1990 )

11. John Frow (born 1948 )

12. Intertextuality: Theories and Practices, edited by Michael Worton and Judith Still, Manchester University Press, 1990.
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3. Palimpsest
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1. Revolution in Poetic Language( 1984 )
2. From Work to Text

3. Brian McHale ( 1952 )

4. Linda Hutcheon ( 1947 )

5. Jesse Matz ( 1970 )

6. Jacques Derrida ( 1930 — 2004 )

7. Graham Allen ( 1963 )
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1. Marjorie Perloff ( 1931 - 2024)

2. Unoriginal Genius: Poetry by Other Means in the New Century ( 2010 )
3. Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

4. true wit
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1. Against Intertextuality ( 1999)

2. Gustave Flaubert (1821 — 1880)

3. James Joyce (1882 — 1941)

4. Dictionary of Received Ideas (French Title: Dictionnaire des idées regues) [1913]
5. Ulysses (1922)

6. Finnegans Wake ( 1939 )
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1. Gustave Flaubert (1821 - 1880)
2. Madame Bovary ( 1856 )
3. James Joyce (1882 — 1941)
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1. The Merchant of Venice (1605)
2. William Shakespeare (1564 — 1616)
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Editorial Statement by the Editor-in-Chief

In an era where essentialism, absolutism, and hierarchical constructions within the
realms of concepts, texts, and identities have become mechanisms for consolidating ide-
ology and reproducing systemic violence, Nebras seeks, through a critical and dialog-
ical approach, to open horizons for innovative interpretations and to foreground the
experiences of the marginalized. Simultaneously, in a period when words are gradually
losing their semantic equilibrium and being drawn into arenas of discursive contention,
reconsidering the nature of text, identity, culture, and truth emerges not merely as an
academic exercise, but as an ethical and ontological imperative.

At the heart of numerous intellectual, social, and political crises lies the sedimented as-
sumption that cultures and texts possess pure and immutable essences, as if truth ex-
isted outside of context, relationality, and history. Yet this very assumption underpins
forms of symbolic and structural violence-violence that, through the erasure of the “Oth-
er,’ the homogenization of meaning, and the foreclosure of dialogue, culminates in epis-
temic closure and social stagnation. Such a posture denies the openness of meaning to
interpretation and precludes the possibility of mutual understanding. Indeed, meaning
must be understood as a historical and discursive construct, forged within the reciprocal
interactions of subjects, texts, and contexts. It is not derived from a transcendent center,
but emerges from the intricate interweaving of human relations, linguistic mechanisms,
and intertextual networks.

The concept of intertextuality, which emerged in the 1960s from the reflections of Julia
Kristeva, inspired by Mikhail Bakhtin’s notion of dialogism, signaled a profound episte-
mological shift in the understanding of text. Under this framework, the text can no lon-
ger be conceived as an autonomous, self-sufficient, and closed entity. Rather; it functions
as a node of voices, repetitions, hidden references, and semiotic ruptures, with meaning
arising not from the text’s intrinsic essence, but from its relations with other texts and
socio-linguistic structures. This understanding, further developed by thinkers such as
Roland Barthes, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida, opened new philosophical hori-
zons for analyzing text, power, and subjectivity.

Within post-structuralism, the text becomes a site of discursive contestation-a field of
shifting signs, forces, and meanings. This perspective carries a political dimension, as
every text both embodies and shapes relations of power. Reading a text thus becomes
tantamount to reading the world-a world perpetually engaged in redefinition, negotia-
tion, and dialogue.

Beyond the literary sphere, similar dynamics are observable within the social scienc-
es, albeit articulated through distinct conceptual vocabularies with a shared epistemic
foundation. Pierre Bourdieu, in his theory of fields, emphasizes the structural and rela-
tional nature of social action, demonstrating that no meaning or discourse can be com-
prehended outside the power-laden dynamics of social fields and symbolic capital. The
subject, in this view, is a product of the field’s internal relations rather than a free-stand-
ing, detached agent. Similarly, Foucault, through his genealogical and archaeological
analyses of discourse, shows that every utterance is governed by rules that determine
its conditions of emergence or exclusion within networks of power and knowledge. Fou-
cault conceives history not as a linear sequence of events, but as a polyphonic, intertex-
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tual text in which forces and voices continuously interrogate one another in perpetual
tension.

In cultural studies, Stuart Hall, moving beyond essentialist conceptions, understands
identity as an open and evolving text-a process constituted within discourse and made
meaningful through encounters with the “Other” One can no longer speak of the “self”
without invoking the “Other” Identity is no longer definable in terms of purity; it must
instead be reinterpreted in the context of historical transformations, cultural intersec-
tions, and diverse codings.

From this vantage point, the contemporary world-shaped by interconnected migratory,
media, environmental, and technological structures-demands a reconsideration of cat-
egories such as center and periphery, self and other, local and global. Afghanistan, in
this framework, is not merely an object of cultural inquiry, but itself a multilayered, dy-
namic, and contested text. Within it, voices, languages, historical memories, and diverse
horizons form complex patterns of coexistence. From the Silk Road to contemporary
migratory trajectories, Afghanistan has consistently served as a crossroads of cultural
encounter and entanglement. It cannot be reduced to narrow ethnic, religious, or lin-
guistic frameworks; it must be understood as a potential locus for intercultural dialogue,
polyphonic historical understanding, and plural coexistence.

In this context, the urgency of intercultural philosophy is felt more keenly than ever. This
philosophy emphasizes not only the historical interweaving of cultures but also open-
ness to the Other, multilayered interpretations of meaning, and the dynamism of identity
as an ethical, epistemic, and political process. By bridging critical theory, philosophical
anthropology, and cultural studies, intercultural philosophy offers pathways for rethink-
ing the relationships among self and world, knowledge and power; and history and hope.
Accordingly, the present issue of Nebras, adopting an interdisciplinary approach and
drawing upon literary criticism, philosophy, sociology, and cultural studies, undertakes
are-examination of the concept of intertextuality. This inquiry is not limited to the anal-
ysis of textual or linguistic structures; it seeks to open broader horizons for understand-
ing human relations, enabling dialogue, and exploring the transformative potential of
thought in a crisis-ridden world.

The call to listen to silenced voices, to acknowledge differences and ruptures, and to cul-
tivate dialogue rooted in coexistence, openness, and mutual respect animates this issue
of Nebras. It is an effort to lay new foundations for thinking and living in a world that,
more than ever, depends upon philosophy, poetry, and dialogue.
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Summery of Articles

Intertextuality and the Critique of the
Centrality of Meaning in Text Theory

By Sayed Hussain Eshraq!
Abstract
The concept of intertextuality emerged in the late 1960s as a foundational keyword in
literary and cultural studies. Its premise rests on the assumption that a text never pos-
sesses an autonomous or independent meaning; rather, meaning is generated in the
process of linkage and interaction among texts. This perspective, rooted in structural-
ist traditions and transformed within the trajectory of post-structuralism, draws on the
theories of Roland Barthes, Julia Kristeva, and Gérard Genette. It extends beyond the
boundaries of the singular work to analyze a network of reciprocal references, reinter-
pretations, and cultural-historical transformations. At the philosophical level, intertex-
tuality manifests the concrete displacement of meaning’s centrality and fixity. The text is
not regarded as a self-sufficient entity but is always situated in a decentered relation to
other texts, continually reproducing meaning through these multiple interrelations. This
radical shift challenges the traditional authority of the author and reconfigures the read-
er as an active agent in the process of meaning-making. Meaning, therefore, becomes
a dynamic and open-ended process that reflects the mutable nature of language and
culture. In the field of linguistic discourse analysis, intertextuality functions as a con-
stitutive feature that traverses textual boundaries, directing attention beyond surface
forms toward deeper semantic structures and historical contexts. This approach under-
scores the idea that every discourse, as part of a network of related texts, plays a decisive
role in the representation of knowledge and the production of power. The present study,
employing content analysis and critical review of sources, examines intertextuality not
merely as a literary phenomenon but as a theoretical and philosophical framework for
a fundamental re-examination of textual meaning in the contemporary world and for a
critique of the centrality of meaning.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Structuralism, Post-Structuralism, Dialogism, Critique of the
Centrality of Meaning, Polyphony, Text Theory, Fusion of Horizons

1. Author and Researcher in Philosophy E-mail: eshraq@nebras.eu
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We and the Humble World
of Intertextuality

Dr. Sayed Hassan Akhlaq*

Abstract

This essay, We and the Humble World of Intertextuality, offers a critical and philosophical
inquiry into one of the foundational concepts in literary theory, philosophy of language,
and cultural studies, highlighting its pivotal role in the production, mediation, and inter-
pretation of meaning. By tracing the linguistic and philosophical genealogy of intertex-
tuality in the work of Julia Kristeva (1986), Mikhail Bakhtin (1981), and Ferdinand de
Saussure (1916), it is argued that meaning is never intrinsic to a singular text but emerg-
es within the complex, dialogical, and relational networks among texts. In this sense, the
text ceases to be a self-sufficient entity with fixed or ultimate meaning; rather, its signif-
icance is always contingent upon its interactions with other texts, as well as the broad-
er cultural, social, and historical matrices in which it is embedded Accordingly, textual
understanding is transformed from the quest for a pre-existing meaning into the explo-
ration of intertextual relations and semiotic structures. The essay further explicates the
ten defining characteristics of texts from an intertextual perspective, emphasizing that
the reader is not a passive consumer but an active co-creator of meaning, as each act of
reading generates a new interpretation within an infinite network of interrelated texts.
The notion of the “humility of intertextuality” underscores that meaning should not be
conceived as possession, mastery, or domination, but as a continuous, dialogical journey:
an ongoing negotiation between texts and human agents, wherein meaning is provision-
al, relational, and perpetually evolving. This conceptualization situates intertextuality at
the intersection of linguistic, cultural, and philosophical discourse, offering a framework
in which the production of meaning is simultaneously emergent, communal, and contin-
gent. By foregrounding the dialogical and humble character of intertextual engagement,
this essay invites reconsideration of the ethics, epistemology, and ontology of textual in-
terpretation, presenting reading as a dynamic, participatory, and philosophical practice.

Keywords: intertextuality, meaning, text, language, structuralism, poststructuralism,
semiotics, dialogical hermeneutics

1. Professor of Philosophy — Coppin State University E-mail: shussaini@coppin.edu
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The Crisis of Intellectuality in Afghanistan
within the Horizon of Intertextuality:
From the Ideological Deadlock toward the
Necessity of Dialogue

Dr. Sayed Nooroddin Alavi!
Abstract
This article, entitled “The Crisis of Intellectuality in Afghanistan within the Horizon of
Intertextuality,” re -examines the crisis of intellectual identity in Afghanistan through the
lens of modern critical discourse and theories of intertextuality. It employs fundamen-
tal concepts such as polyphony and dialogism in Bakhtin’s thought, the production of
meaning through difference and rupture in the thought of Julia Kristeva, the discursive
order and power in the philosophy of Michel Foucault, deconstruction and the infinite
play of meaning in Jacques Derrida, the representation of the Orient in Edward Said, and
parody and postmodern re-reading in the analysis of Linda Hutcheon, as analytical tools
to illuminate the predicament of intellectuality in Afghanistan. The article argues that
intellectuality in Afghanistan has persistently existed at the intersection of discours-
es- those of power, tradition, ideology, and modernity - and, instead of evolving into a
self-reflective and critical subject, has often been absorbed within external or closed dis-
cursive structures throughout different historical periods. The crisis of intellectuality in
Afghanistan is not merely the outcome of historical underdevelopment, but originates,
more profoundly, from an intertextual and epistemic closure: the inability to create a
genuine dialogue between tradition and modernity, East and West, faith and reason.
In conclusion, the article suggests that by opening the horizon of intertextuality and
fostering dialogue among diverse intellectual heritages - from Zoroaster and Buddha to
Rumi and Nietzsche - it becomes possible to lay the foundation for a self-conscious and
emancipatory intellectual culture. Such an intellectual endeavor derives its meaning not
from imitation, but from creative interpretation and a profound dialogue among texts,
histories, and traditions.

Keywords: intertextuality, intellectuality in Afghanistan, identity crisis, discourse and
power, critical reading, postmodern reinterpretation, emancipatory thought

1. University Professor and Sociologist E- mail: nooroddinalawi@gmail.com
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Intertextuality as a Key to
Literary Writing’

Prof. Violaine Houdart-Merot?
Translated to Persian by Makarim Dariosh3
Abstract
This study examines intertextuality as a pivotal key to literary writing and the creative
process, demonstrating how direct engagement with intertextual phenomena provides
a rich foundation for both literary production and pedagogical practice. Drawing on
extensive experience in university writing workshops and exercises in rewriting, the
author positions intertextuality not merely as superficial imitation or reproduction of
prior texts, but as a generative, dynamic process that situates both writer and reader in
active dialogue with existing literary works. The study emphasizes that practices such as
rewriting, pastiche, translation, and genre reconfiguration serve as effective strategies
for understanding the complex mechanics of literary writing, enhancing personal
expression, and cultivating interpretive sensitivity. Such approaches transform the
reader from a passive consumer into an active co-creator of textual meaning, facilitating
the discovery of subtexts, creative re-readings of literary history, and the transformation
of genres. Creative writing informed by intertextuality, beyond enriching the individual
writer’s experience, holds significant pedagogical potential in schools and universities,
particularly in literary composition and textual analysis. By fostering collaborative
and peer-based interactions, these practices encourage students to apprehend
linguistic structures, recognize recurring textual motifs, and produce innovative works.
Ultimately, intertextuality, conceived as a creative and open-ended process rather than
a mere relationship between texts, enables freedom in writing, genre reinvention, and
renewal of literary history-an ongoing process encompassing interpretation, imitation,
transformation, and transgression, with profound implications for both literary
scholarship and education.

Keywords: intertextuality, literary writing, rewriting, pastiche, genre reconfiguration,
creative reading, literature pedagogy

1. Nebras expresses its profound gratitude to Professor Violaine Houdart-Merot for kindly consenting, following prior
correspondence, to the publication of this work in the journal (L’intertextualité comme clé d’écriture littéraire, 2006,
Editions Armand Colin).

2. Researcher and Professor, University of Cergy-Pontoise, Paris. E-mail: violaine.Houdart-Merot@u-cergy.fr

3. Persian translation of the text by Makarim Dariosh, Philosophy Student at the University of Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne.
E-mail: makarimdariosh@gmail.com
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Intertextuality and the Dialectic of

International Law and International

Relations: A Philosophical Inquiry
into the Dialogue of Texts

Sayed Borhan Altafe?

Abstract

This study undertakes a philosophical and hermeneutic exploration of the intricate rela-
tionship between international law and international relations, approached through the
lens of intertextuality. The central question concerns how intertextual frameworks can
not only facilitate textual analysis but foster a genuine dialogue between the discursive
formations of these two intertwined domains. The hypothesis posits that the interaction
of texts, mediated through intertextual mechanisms, generates a dynamic, multilayered
understanding of international norms, surpassing the epistemic limitations inherent in
mono-disciplinary analyses. Methodologically, this research follows a descriptive-ana-
lytical approach, based on extensive library inquiry encompassing books, scholarly ar-
ticles, and dissertations. Its theoretical foundation rests on constructivist assumptions,
emphasizing the socially, politically, and discursively constructed nature of norms, insti-
tutions, and diplomatic practices. Findings suggest that dialogical engagement between
the texts of international law and international relations, interpreted through intertex-
tuality, is both feasible and intellectually essential for cultivating nuanced insights into
global normative structures. Once intertextual linkages are established, textual inter-
actions unfold across multiple dimensions: diplomacy, the interplay of structure and
agency, the constitution and contestation of norms, globalization, and the relational
networks connecting states with international organizations. In this intertextual field,
the lexicon and conceptual apparatus of both disciplines converge, creating a shared
discursive space in which legal, political, and ethical considerations co-articulate and
illuminate one another. Within this dialogical framework, key concepts-justice, sover-
eignty, responsibility, and security-undergo continuous reinterpretation and relational
rearticulation. Intertextuality functions simultaneously as a methodological tool and a
philosophical lens, revealing overlapping, sometimes discordant, yet generative mean-
ings that mono-disciplinary frameworks often obscure. Consequently, this dialogical

1. Doctoral student in International Relations, University of Guilan — Iran E- mail: borhan.altafy@gmail.com
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engagement fosters a richer, more reflexive, and philosophically attuned understanding
of international norms, inviting scholars to reconsider the intersections of law, politics,
and ethics within a shared interpretive horizon.

Keywords: intertextuality, international law, international relations, constructivism,
diplomacy, norms, globalization
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Intertextuality: The Fluidity of Meaning
and the Decentering of the Text

Atya Razavi'

Abstract

The theory of intertextuality, emerging in the mid-twentieth century through the work of
Julia Kristeva and inspired by the thought of Mikhail Bakhtin, gradually established itself
as a concept of considerable theoretical significance within literary studies and cultural
theory. Situated within the intellectual framework of post-structuralism, Kristeva recon-
ceived the text not as a self-contained, autonomous entity, but as a dynamic, relational
network of references, quotations, and transformative textual interactions. She famously
described the text as a “mosaic of quotations”, a notion further elaborated through Ro-
land Barthes’ pronouncement of the “death of the author” and Michel Foucault’s analyses
of citation-driven writing, particularly in the works of Flaubert. These interventions pro-
gressively challenged traditional hierarchies of textual authority, opening pathways for the
reconsideration of identity, cultural agency, and the processes of meaning-making. This
study adopts a genealogical approach to examine the epistemological, philosophical,
and historical conditions that enabled the emergence of intertextuality, demonstrating
how modern and postmodern transformations-including the decentering of meaning,
the decline of authorial authority, and the activation of the reader-provided the context
for this theoretical development. Within this framework, the notions of originality and
creativity are re-evaluated. What was once understood as the manifestation of singu-
lar, independent genius is now conceptualized as an ongoing process of recombination,
rearticulation, and renewal within the intertextual field-a text emerging from the intri-
cate interplay of cultural and historical forces rather than from an isolated individual
mind. The text, in this conception, is not merely a product of an authorial intellect but
a living symbol of continuous connectivity, resonance, and interrelation among texts,
traditions, and cultural practices. By emphasizing the text’s openness toward other
texts and cultural contexts, intertextuality offers a vision of the perpetual circulation of
meaning and the relational fabric of literary experience. This perspective is particularly
resonant with the digital and globalized conditions of contemporary life, providing a
renewed lens for understanding intercultural communication, collaborative interpreta-
tion, and the continuous re-creation of meaning.

Keywords: intertextuality, death of the author; fluidity of meaning, conceptual genealogy,
originality, textual recomposition

1. MA in Human Rights E- mail: atyarazawi@gmail.com
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Intertextuality and the Collapse
of Meta-Narratives: A Critical
Reading of Lyotard’s Thought in
Postmodern Discourse

Fahimeh Nasiri!

Abstract

This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to revisit the concept of intertex-
tuality in light of Jean-Frangois Lyotard’s thought and postmodern discourse. The study
primarily examines the relationship between the collapse of meta-narratives and the
formation of meaning within a network of diverse texts and discourses. From Lyotard’s
perspective, knowledge, meaning, and modern epistemic, normative, ethical, aesthetic,
and political structures no longer rely on grand narratives. Instead, they emerge through
localized language games, minor narratives, and interactions among heterogeneous dis-
courses. Findings indicate that the philosophical foundation of intertextuality in the
postmodern condition is rooted in three key dimensions of Lyotard’s thought: dialogue,
exemplars, and narrative. Within this framework, meaning is the product of ongoing in-
teraction among minor narratives, translations, and reinterpretations across a network
of languages. This critical reading underscores the significance of dialogue and play in
the process of meaning-making, interpreting the collapse of meta-narratives not as an
endpoint of meaning, but as the inception of multiplicity and the opening of new hori-
zons of knowledge.

Keywords: intertextuality, postmodernism, Lyotard, meta-narratives, pluralism,
language game

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences and Counseling, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran
ORCID: 0000-0002-5142-4378 E- Mail: F_nasiri@pnu.ac.ir

114



Summery of Articles

A Critical Reading of the Reproduction
of Power Texts in Afghanistan

Javid Rahal®

Abstract

This article explores the central role of intertextuality in shaping and reproducing po-
litical discourses in Afghanistan. Drawing on Julia Kristeva and Roland Barthes’ concept
of the “polyphony of texts,” it demonstrates that no political discourse in Afghanistan
emerges in isolation; rather, all discourses are continuously constructed and reproduced
through interaction with preceding texts, historical narratives, collective memories, and
socio-political events. Political discourse thus functions not only as a carrier of meaning
but also as a product of a complex network of historical, cultural, and textual references.
The findings indicate that extremist groups, through repeated and strategic references
to traditional and historical texts, sacralize their discourse and instrumentalize it to mo-
bilize followers and legitimize authority. This practice distorts the original meaning of
texts, transforms historical memory into a tool of power, and undermines the potential
for rational and critical dialogue, deepening social and political fractures .In contrast,
democratic and reformist processes rely on texts such as the constitution, international
agreements, and human rights frameworks, which provide a legal and normative foun-
dation while enabling multi-dimensional interpretation and critical dialogue. These
contrasting approaches illustrate two forms of intertextuality: one rooted in tradition
and historical memory - often interpreted through particular interests - and the other
grounded in modernity, rights, and legal order.Comparative analysis shows that diver-
gent readings of texts restrict meaningful dialogue and exacerbate political, social, and
cultural divides. The ongoing reproduction of monologic and exclusionary discourses
heightens the risk of political and cultural stagnation, confining society within a cycle
of sanctified and unilateral legitimation.Conversely, embracing textual polyphony, open-
ness to intertextuality, and engagement with multiple historical narratives can foster di-
alogue, tolerance, and coexistence in Afghanistan. Such an approach respects historical
memory and cultural heritage while promoting adaptability to contemporary challeng-
es, modern principles, and human rights, laying the groundwork for social, political, and
cultural reconstruction.

Keywords: intertextuality, discourse analysis, polyphony, extremism, historical memory,
tradition, modernity, political legitimacy

1. Researcher and PhD Candidate in Political Thought E-mail: jawidrahil@gmail.com
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