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The theory of intertextuality, emerging in the mid-twentieth century through the work of Julia Kristeva and
inspired by the thought of Mikhail Bakhtin, gradually established itself as a concept of considerable
theoretical significance within literary studies and cultural theory. Situated within the intellectual
framework of post-structuralism, Kristeva reconceived the text not as a self-contained, autonomous entity,
but as a dynamic, relational network of references, quotations, and transformative textual interactions. She
famously described the text as a "mosaic of quotations", a notion further elaborated through Roland Barthes’
pronouncement of the “death of the author” and Michel Foucault’s analyses of citation-driven writing,
particularly in the works of Flaubert. These interventions progressively challenged traditional hierarchies
of textual authority, opening pathways for the reconsideration of identity, cultural agency, and the processes
of meaning-making.This study adopts a genealogical approach to examine the epistemological,
philosophical, and historical conditions that enabled the emergence of intertextuality, demonstrating how
modern and postmodern transformations—including the decentering of meaning, the decline of authorial
authority, and the activation of the reader—provided the context for this theoretical development .Within
this framework, the notions of originality and creativity are re-evaluated. What was once understood as the
manifestation of singular, independent genius is now conceptualized as an ongoing process of
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recombination, rearticulation, and renewal within the intertextual field—a text emerging from the intricate
interplay of cultural and historical forces rather than from an isolated individual mind. The text, in this
conception, is not merely a product of an authorial intellect but a living symbol of continuous connectivity,
resonance, and interrelation among texts, traditions, and cultural practices. By emphasizing the text’s
openness toward other texts and cultural contexts, intertextuality offers a vision of the perpetual circulation
of meaning and the relational fabric of literary experience. This perspective is particularly resonant with
the digital and globalized conditions of contemporary life, providing a renewed lens for understanding
intercultural communication, collaborative interpretation, and the continuous re-creation of meaning.

Keywords: intertextuality, death of the author, fluidity of meaning, conceptual genealogy, originality,
textual recomposition
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!. Julia Kristeva (1941) 2. Mikhail Bakhtin (1895 - 1975)
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5“1 am quite content to go down to posterity as a
scissors and paste man for that seems to me a harsh but
not unjust description”
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