NEBRAS
Academic and Research Quarterly
Issuell, Autumn2025
Special Issue on Perspectives of Intertextuality

We and the Humble World of Intertextuality

Dr. Sayed Hasan Akhlaq
Professor of Philosophy — Coppin State University

E-mail: shussaini@coppin.edu

ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Article

Article history:

Rcevivd: September 15,2025
Accepted: Accepted: October 19, 2025
Published online: November 3, 2025

This essay, We and the Humble World of Intertextuality, offers a critical and philosophical inquiry into one of the
foundational concepts in literary theory, philosophy of language, and cultural studies, highlighting its pivotal role in
the production, mediation, and interpretation of meaning. By tracing the linguistic and philosophical genealogy of
intertextuality in the work of Julia Kristeva (1986), Mikhail Bakhtin (1981), and Ferdinand de Saussure (1916), it is
argued that meaning is never intrinsic to a singular text but emerges within the complex, dialogical, and relational
networks among texts. In this sense, the text ceases to be a self-sufficient entity with fixed or ultimate meaning; rather,
its significance is always contingent upon its interactions with other texts, as well as the broader cultural, social, and
historical matrices in which it is embedded Accordingly, textual understanding is transformed from the quest for a pre-
existing meaning into the exploration of intertextual relations and semiotic structures. The essay further explicates the
ten defining characteristics of texts from an intertextual perspective, emphasizing that the reader is not a passive
consumer but an active co-creator of meaning, as each act of reading generates a new interpretation within an infinite
network of interrelated texts. The notion of the “humility of intertextuality”” underscores that meaning should not be
conceived as possession, mastery, or domination, but as a continuous, dialogical journey: an ongoing negotiation
between texts and human agents, wherein meaning is provisional, relational, and perpetually evolving. This
conceptualization situates intertextuality at the intersection of linguistic, cultural, and philosophical discourse, offering

a framework in which the production of meaning is simultaneously emergent, communal, and contingent. By
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foregrounding the dialogical and humble character of intertextual engagement, this essay invites reconsideration of
the ethics, epistemology, and ontology of textual interpretation, presenting reading as a dynamic, participatory, and

philosophical practice .
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