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This article explores the central role of intertextuality in shaping and reproducing political discourses
in Afghanistan. Drawing on Julia Kristeva and Roland Barthes’ concept of the "polyphony of texts,"
it demonstrates that no political discourse in Afghanistan emerges in isolation; rather, all discourses
are continuously constructed and reproduced through interaction with preceding texts, historical
narratives, collective memories, and socio-political events. Political discourse thus functions not only
as a carrier of meaning but also as a product of a complex network of historical, cultural, and textual
references .The findings indicate that extremist groups, through repeated and strategic references to
traditional and historical texts, sacralize their discourse and instrumentalize it to mobilize followers
and legitimize authority. This practice distorts the original meaning of texts, transforms historical
memory into a tool of power, and undermines the potential for rational and critical dialogue,
deepening social and political fractures .In contrast, democratic and reformist processes rely on texts
such as the constitution, international agreements, and human rights frameworks, which provide a
legal and normative foundation while enabling multi-dimensional interpretation and critical dialogue.
These contrasting approaches illustrate two forms of intertextuality: one rooted in tradition and
historical memory — often interpreted through particular interests — and the other grounded in
modernity, rights, and legal order .Comparative analysis shows that divergent readings of texts
restrict meaningful dialogue and exacerbate political, social, and cultural divides. The ongoing
reproduction of monologic and exclusionary discourses heightens the risk of political and cultural
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stagnation, confining society within a cycle of sanctified and unilateral legitimation .Conversely,
embracing textual polyphony, openness to intertextuality, and engagement with multiple historical
narratives can foster dialogue, tolerance, and coexistence in Afghanistan. Such an approach respects
historical memory and cultural heritage while promoting adaptability to contemporary challenges,
modern principles, and human rights, laying the groundwork for social, political, and cultural
reconstruction.

Keywords: intertextuality, discourse analysis, polyphony, extremism, historical memory, tradition,
modernity, political legitimacy
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