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This study aims to identify the communicative approaches of the Afghan diaspora in Germany regarding
cultural interactions with the host society. Employing in-depth interviews with twelve Afghan cultural
figures residing in various German cities, the research is framed within the theory of acculturation and
utilizes thematic analysis to address the following question: What discourses does the Afghan cultural
diaspora in Germany adopt concerning modes of engagement with the German society, and through
which narratives do they interpret the intercultural communication contexts between the two
communities?. The findings reveal three predominant macro-level approaches within the Afghan
diaspora concerning cultural engagement with the host society: (1) an interactive-cultural approach, (2)
a conservative approach, and (3) a radical-critical approach. Among these, the interactive approach -
which emphasizes dialogue, social integration, and the global re-interpretation of Nowruz - is evaluated
as the most robust and effective. The conservative approach prioritizes the preservation of cultural
authenticity and boundaries, while the radical-critical approach offers a structural critique of both the
host society and the indigenous community. Participants further suggest that reinterpreting Nowruz
through the lenses of “green culture” and “ecosystem-centered” perspectives can transform this
traditional celebration into a suitable platform for dialogue with the host society. Additionally, the active
involvement of diaspora elites in research projects, academic seminars, cultural translation efforts, and
the production of intercultural knowledge is deemed highly valuable and impactful.

Keywords: intercultural communication, diaspora, cultural associations, Nowruz, exile media,
participation, Fusion of horizons
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