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This article, entitled “The Crisis of Intellectuality in Afghanistan within the Horizon of Intertextuality,” re- examines
the crisis of intellectual identity in Afghanistan through the lens of modern critical discourse and theories of
intertextuality. It employs fundamental concepts such as polyphony and dialogism in Bakhtin’s thought, the
production of meaning through difference and rupture in the thought of Julia Kristeva, the discursive order and power
in the philosophy of Michel Foucault, deconstruction and the infinite play of meaning in Jacques Derrida, the
representation of the Orient in Edward Said, and parody and postmodern re-reading in the analysis of Linda Hutcheon,
as analytical tools to illuminate the predicament of intellectuality in Afghanistan. The article argues that intellectuality
in Afghanistan has persistently existed at the intersection of discourses -those of power, tradition, ideology, and
modernity - and, instead of evolving into a self-reflective and critical subject, has often been absorbed within external
or closed discursive structures throughout different historical periods. The crisis of intellectuality in Afghanistan is
not merely the outcome of historical underdevelopment, but originates, more profoundly, from an intertextual and
epistemic closure: the inability to create a genuine dialogue between tradition and modernity, East and West, faith and
reason. In conclusion, the article suggests that by opening the horizon of intertextuality and fostering dialogue among
diverse intellectual heritages - from Zoroaster and Buddha to Rumi and Nietzsche - it becomes possible to lay the
foundation for a self-conscious and emancipatory intellectual culture. Such an intellectual endeavor derives its
meaning not from imitation, but from creative interpretation and a profound dialogue among texts, histories, and
traditions.

Keywords: intertextuality; intellectuality in Afghanistan; identity crisis; discourse and power; critical reading;
postmodern reinterpretation; emancipatory thought
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