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In this essay, Professor Dr. Ram Adhar Mall emphasizes the necessity of recognizing and embracing the
plurality of philosophical traditions across the globe. These traditions represent diverse manifestations of the
philosophia perennis, shaped within distinct cultural contexts. Intercultural philosophy plays the role of a
mediator between culturally specific philosophies and a universal philosophy that serves as the common
language of humanity. The methodology of this philosophical approach centers on comparative studies and
demonstrates that philosophy has never existed in a culturally isolated or “pure” form. Even within a single
culture, philosophica diversity persists. This complexity underscores the vital importance of intercultural
translation and interpretation. Adhar Mall calls for a transformation of intellectual attitudes—toward openness
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of mind and the acknowledgment of traditions formerly excluded from the philosophical canon. The
rearticulation of the history of philosophy and the realization of unity without uniformity constitute the central
objectives of intercultural philosophy. No culture is pure; all cultures are born from intersections and historical
interactions. Differences are real and worthy of respect, yet must not give rise to exclusivism. Philosophy -
even in indirect forms such as poetry or myth - remains an expression of philosophical self-reflection rather
than a space of radical opposition. Intercultural philosophy advocates neither a single hegemonic philosophy
nor the outright rejection of universalism. Rather, it seeks to mediate productively between these poles. It
maintains that philosophy is a metaphysical necessity of the human condition, and that different schools may
emphasize varying aspects without hindering dialogue. Absolutism, in contrast, constitutes the greatest
obstacle to mutual understanding. Within the hermeneutic domain, intercultural situations become increasingly
complex. The reciprocal engagement of cultures and philosophies - particularly in an age of globalization and
renewed attention to non-European voices - has inaugurated new interpretive conditions. An intercultural
hermeneutic philosophy must proceed with intellectual openness, an awareness of the historical and cultural
relativity of concepts, and a critical self-consciousness of its own place within the broader philosophical
tradition.

Keywords: Intercultural philosophy, cultural plurality, intercultural dialogue, hermeneutics, cultural
translation, universal philosophy, unity in difference.
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