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A philosophical investigation into the relationship between intercultural philosophy and
philosophical anthropology reveals a profound and structural bond between these two domains of
thought. The present essay centers on the notion of “human eccentric positionality” - a core concept
in the thought of the German philosopher Helmuth Plessner, one of the foundational figures of
twentieth-century philosophical anthropology . This concept articulates the unique ability of the
human being not only to experience itself as a living, inwardly immersed creature but also to
recognize itself as a reflective and observing entity - relationally situated with respect to the world
and the Other. It is through this fundamental disposition that the human being, across diverse
cultural and existential landscapes, engages in reflective awareness of its position and, in reciprocal
interaction with the Other, manifests its own ontological presence. The concept of eccentricity -
beyond its ethical and cultural dimensions - bears a profound connection to the ontological
architecture of human existence. It underscores the human capacity for self-distancing and for
apprehending itself as an “open question” - a potentiality that grounds the openness of human being
and enables its polylogical engagement with reality. In this light, philosophical anthropology may
serve as a potent theoretical and methodological foundation for advancing intercultural dialogue in
today’s world - a world in which the ever-growing multiplicity and cultural plurality call for new
frameworks to interpret difference, intersections between cultures, and a deeper comprehension of
the human being within a polyphonic and pluricultural cosmos. Revisiting the concept of eccentric
positionality within the horizon of philosophical anthropology not only clarifies the human relation
to its life-world but also opens new vistas for analyzing cultural and existential conditions. This
study aims to demonstrate how philosophical anthropology can offer a fertile and dynamic ground
for fostering intercultural dialogue and facilitating mutual understanding in the contemporary
world.

Keywords: Intercultural philosophy, philosophical anthropology, decentered positionality, diversity,
pluralism
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!, Intercultural Philosophy 4. Helmuth Plessner ( 1892 —1985)

2, Philosophical Anthropology 5, Offene frage ( Eng: Open question )
3. Die exzentrische Position des Menschen ( Eng: The

eccentric position of the human being )
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!. Raimon Panikkar (1819 —2010) 6. Georg Stenger ( 1957)
2, Heinz Kimmerle (1930) 7. Claudia Brickmann

3, Ram Adhar Mall (1937 —2021) 8, diatopic hermeneutics
4. Franz Martin Wimmer (1942) °. inter-paradigmatic

5. Raul Fornet-Betancourt (1946)
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(Eng: situated unsituatedness in Intercultural
Hermeneutics)
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3. Philosophie ist ihre Zeit in Gedanken erfaBt (Eng: 14, negative dialektik (Eng: negative dialectics)
philosophy is its time apprehended in thoughts) 15, Michel Foucault (1926 - 1984)

4. Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1908 — 1961) 16, Macht / Diskurs (Eng: power/discourse)

5 Friedrich Nietzsche (1844 — 1900) 17 Hermeneutischer zirkel (Eng: Hermeneutic Circle)
6, nihilism 18, Jacques Derrida (1930- 2004)

7. Gottlob Frege (1848- 1925) 19 différence/différance ( Eng: différence/différance )
8, Begriffsschrift (Eng: conceptual notation or 20, Klaus Jurgen Bade (1944)

concept-script) 2! Menschen iiber Grenzen - Grenzen iiber

°. Wittgenestein (1889-1951) Menschen ( Eng: People over borders - Borders over
19 Sprachspiel (Eng: Language-game) people)

1, Martin Heidgger (1889 - 1969)
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2. Geschichtlichkeit des Verstehens (Historicity of 8, Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995)
understanding) %, Jean-Francgois Lyotard (1924-1998)
3, vital turn 10, Jacques Derrida (1930-2004)

4, inter 1 Julia Kristeva (born 1941)

5. The Philosophers of Différance 12, Luce Irigaray (born 1930)

¢, Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995)
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!. Die Stufen des Organischen und der Mensch ( Eng:
The Levels of the Organic and the Human )[1928]

8T lms 45 5 _oLiew 50 5515 ( Polyphonie ) sadsy |
!

3. Christof Dejung (1968)

4. Helmuth Plessner interkulturell gelesen (Eng:

Helmuth Plessner: Intercultural Reading( [2005]

5 Katrin Felgenhauer

6. Mit anderen Augen — Fremdes im interkulturellen

Diskurs (Eng: With Different Eyes: The Foreign in

Intercultural Discourse) [2020]

7. Grenze der leiblichen Existenz (Eng: the boundary
of embodied existence)

8, inter

%, Jiirgen Bolten ( 1955 —2023)

10, Unschirfe und Mehrwertigkeit: Interkulturelle
Kompetenz vor dem Hintergrund eines offenen
Kulturbegriffs (Eng: "Blur and Ambiguity:
Intercultural Competence in the Context of an Open
Concept of Culture) [ 2011]

1 Perspektiven interkultureller Kompetenz (Eng:
Perspectives of Intercultural Competence)

12, Fuzzy - Logik ( Fuzzy Logic )
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Organic' in the Context of Contemporary History) [ 7. Max Scheler (1874 - 1928)
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!. Philosophische Anthropologie als interdisziplinire Humboldt und Helmuth Plessner (Eng: The

Praxis (Eng: Philosophical Anthropology as an
Interdisciplinary Praxis).

2. Max Scheler (1874-1928)

3. Nicolai Hartmann (1882-1950)

4. Becker Ralf (1975)

5.Das interkulturelle Subjekt. Die anthropologischen
und medialen  Grundlagen der kulturellen
Verschiedenheit des Menschen bei Wilhelm von

Intercultural Subject: The Anthropological and Medial
Foundations of Human Cultural Difference in Wilhelm
von Humboldt and Helmuth Plessner) [ 2003]

®. Die Idee der Toleranz in der Interkulturellen
Philosophie (Eng: The Idea of Tolerance in
Intercultural Philosophy

7. Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835)
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