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Abstract:

This paper explores the theoretical foundations and intrinsic necessity of intercultural multilateral dialogue within the
realm of philosophy. It argues that philosophy, irrespective of its cultural provenance—whether Western, Indian, Chinese,
or African—is inherently confronted with what may be termed the problem of culturality: the inescapable fact that every
philosophical thought emerges within, and is mediated by, particular linguistic and symbolic frameworks shaped by
specific cultural worldviews. Consequently, philosophy’s aspiration to universal validity and intelligibility cannot be
realized without a continuous process of intercultural self-examination and critical exchange. In this regard, the notion of
polylogue is proposed as a conceptual and methodological alternative to the conventional dialogue. Whereas dialogue
often implies a bilateral exchange, the polylogue calls for a genuinely plural conversation among multiple philosophical
traditions. Such an engagement transcends mere comparative understanding or mutual clarification; it aims at reciprocal
critique, conceptual elucidation, and the joint rearticulation of philosophical problems through the distinctive categories,
insights, and rationalities of each participating tradition. The paper maintains that genuine philosophical reflection does
not take place between “cultures,” “religions,” or “states,” but among philosophers committed to theoretical reasoning
beyond representational interests. Through intercultural polylogues, philosophy may overcome the limitations of both
particularist relativism and universalist ethnocentrism, thereby cultivating a critical universality grounded in plurality,
self-reflection, and dialogical openness.

Keywords: Intercultural Philosophy; Multilateral Dialogue; Polylogue; Culturality of Philosophy; Universality;
Cultural Centrism; Reciprocal Critique.
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