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The notion of the Other has acquired exceptional prominence across contemporary intellectual disciplines. From
politics and sociology to philosophy, psychology, and literary theory, it has become a key category for understanding
cultural and epistemic relations. This article examines the role of the Other in Jacques Derrida’s thought through four
analytical dimensions. By deploying notions such as Eurocentrism, phallocentrism, and logocentrism, Derrida exposes
Western philosophy’s enduring confinement within a self-referential metaphysics that privileges the “self” while
excluding the “Other.” Engaging with post-structuralist and dialogical perspectives—particularly Bakhtin’s insight
that meaning emerges only in relation to alterity—Derrida argues that language and identity are inseparable from the
presence of the Other. Within this framework, différance reveals meaning as a process of perpetual deferral and
relational play. For Derrida, literary language exemplifies this deconstructive gesture: it addresses an absent Other,
thereby challenging the metaphysics of presence. While literature cannot entirely transcend this metaphysics, it
continually disrupts the boundary between interiority and exteriority. The article thus elucidates the origin, scope, and
critical significance of the Other within post-structuralist critique and Derridean deconstruction.
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