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2. Wilhelm Dilthey ( 1833 - 1911)
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4. David Emile Durkheim ( 1858 -1917 )

5. Verstehen ( Eng: interpretive understanding )

6, Aktuelles Verstehen ( Eng: direct observational understanding)
7. erklirendes Verstehen (Eng: explanatory understanding )
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1. a priori and a posteriori

2. Critique of Pure Reason (1781)

3. Immanuel Kant (1724 - 1804)

4 Karl Popper (1902 - 1994)

5. David Easton ( 1917 - 2014)

¢, Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900 - 2002)
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. Thomas S. Kuhn (1922 - 1996)

. William Eugene Connolly (born 1938)

. Hanna Fenichel Pitkin (1931 - 2023)

. Charles Taylor ( 1931 )

. Sheldon S. Wolin (1922 - 2015)

. Peter Guy Winch ( 1926 - 1997 )

. The Idea of a Social Science and its Relation to Philosophy ( 1958 )
. Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889 -1951)
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!, Horizontverschmelzung

( English: fusion of horizons )

2. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel

(1770 - 1831)

3. Hegels Dialektik: Fiinf hermeneutische Studien ( English: Hegel’s Dialectic: Five Hermeneutical
Studies (1976 )
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I, Holy Spirit
2. hermeneutica sacra
3, literary genre
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. other
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1. Wilhelm Dilthey (1833 - 1911)
2, epistemology

3. misunderstanding

4, elaborated thought
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. speech acts

. manifestation

. innovation

. New Testament
5. Old Testament
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I, non-understanding
2, reconstruction
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1. supra-individual
2, technical
3. objective
4, negative
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! accent and tone
2 aslave of time
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1. positive
2, style
3. psychological reduction



\YY Q.‘.'.ar@iNJéﬁhﬁm‘;ﬁuui})yﬂ|:‘;u|r}lﬁucyw‘j‘

Gla S5 i o 4 aim Sl (Ses 4z STl ol 6503 2 bl Ko 5 1, uSG JoSo
Jole o3 a3 opl Ol oale b Gollae Lol il Sosline SO s g e Lo 201 S 5
REVCIW SN K

IST 2l 3t 48 a0 S 0ls 35l 3y oo Pt o e b Sl RS e
Ll e Ll a ans ol Jlug diar o bl 1 500 dal st o 48 (6 s S
>y slaae 53 1y gb sl = p3Y CM})JM&)L—&; (" s Kl ols 53 Sl g
.(Berner, 2023: 196 )das o o> 5
;—:J?H}J:—W-’:&QL—<M)L;"L—.‘}2—:3?¢—“4—<¢—“‘L5)}J—¢“;—“J°;:—M~56‘J~.
Coos i i pdVau UL 2l s sy s am § b js ol (93,5 5 25l 0l
) S S e B0y i L ol 5l DLt LS S 1y § e JonSS
{(Forster, 2010: 333) 483 o e 55 SSeplly ey ,e

659 Olnled OLHL Hs 0L F15 Casgdows towss

g bl o sghe S 5 Ges JoS Sal 4 3B olgSa 0Ly 8 el 5Ll o 2l s
Bl se s paie 3 plunad gl glaan Boplie 3 OL3 SO s s e OBl s sl S
25 el b alie 0515 5l (e 5l 31 oS sl Sl tizes B8 (glas g5 8L 5 3o
S i Jlam 4 s (A b agids 4 U155 e L5 Al aly s e s oS sl oslise
on s e L0, Sl 4wl e (Cossde nl Ol s Gl ol bl

.b}i:@ Cj.)a.a gdjjydbg.aéﬂ}l&@—)\ Lg‘d.&.:.la‘&i;&\ffd cl.bo)':.i;‘

S Sl o aline slaplgl J ip5
Ld e plal sl LS L e ol glacaaise 5o SlbMa ol L Slole 51 6ok
e 53 Al S slaisli o U b ol olggl 51 i il o S ol o
S 0% o ks ) e Slime el s el LS (6 L (s B o (6350
S ad L 300, e el il Sl al sy Bl Gl ad Can s

S o S Laplel ol w0 e W5 a5 Aad

1. nebulist



'|}¢£lﬂ.¢ Qﬂﬁ;@y" s"‘j \Fe¥ :)L;v.‘} NY ZJL@J guus‘}:a' \YF

e bae 5l 1A SL5 S egh e
bl LS o colis ol o balless glas 51 BT Ly (8 S el S gl
LW)Md&_ﬂg—&;‘..wlu;w((w‘&)lgC{gd)}oui))wtdmé‘j Quﬂ‘&)_}f..a LJELJ)U;.A%
5] MQ\ﬁéUé‘eML&JTﬁﬂQ«fﬁ uv\g.ig_?c)‘.l_.i.h u\j&a—ubbujcv@'}f@b)ﬂ
Gk 3 e i by e Joe 5 SI5 5oy S S5 o b Sl Yl g AL el

(Forster, 2010: 333) 55 5 o San indgo Cb & a5 5 L2015, oo

DR e\) c,U)jT.l{.v\g: W:«@;@U\:b; QL) )L:?-Lw

ks _gd= 5 (A lie gla Sg, ¥ LY

o 3,8 o S s 3 (L B0ls, Al 5 ol 5 () g A 3 ol el
(8l S ) o iy 5 sl lis

53 503 AST s L0l i oS ol Wlls g by il (65 Sy el B
D55 S ek 3545 4SS b s (Il S5 (Pl e m0) spmsn dalpd ke hs)
5 8L e el 4l Aas e Wl ey ldy Ciad b S e pmie o)l B e Sl b
S e s el L gleodls bl Ol S50 o me 53 olsen 53yl pliles
ot b aiSU ole 5 Ll | e (bshs ) B As S e s s Sl e gl e
.(Forster, 2010: 333) s (¢5Lusb dgféb'b. Iy & je ado il

L eSS 28 LS a8 Cal @l S i s Sl el el sTiuy i 3L
oo 3 sl b olush ol OF 51 p b gl 5 Sk ol gl bl Lo glasl>
(s 13 ool 53 1y 555 oS (o b cdagdy adanals o 5146580 1) sy 55 il o b S iy
OAVA YA asleesls)

L g3 8 adje A S oo coals )l 3 (6 K00 Sl a3 (Gl ke o B, 0

Sd—o 53 —wd> gy 56— b 5l —wde (Schleiermacher, 1998: 92 )L ;s s Dsba

I, comparative
2, divinatory



\YO OSAr@wJéﬁhﬁm‘;ﬁuui})yﬂ|:‘;u|r}lﬁucyw‘j‘

Glaa kil 5 ol o al (i e S el ol lasli ol slewsls
S Sl e OF 1 5 3503 (580543 dior (e Jha) 3558 Oty 3l e b
(Schmidt, 2006: 24 ) 33 S o oltla Judos o 5l 55 & ol 55 ams

S0l A s ] & OB e & "SS5 e AL AL
e ng 3l 30 dan o Gkl 3 g 3 e, e g 053l 33 o sl oS 2515 e
el Sl gl s bsOll ol Sy (ghwdl s ) .(Schleiermacher, 1998: 93 )l Sls ;55
Bk 3l oS e s Sl sl gl s O3 o 1 Ko 35 5l B (S s i e
ol 8 e Ol Sos 4 (Schleiermacher, 1998: 93 ) 53 oo 4SSl 5 id o5 b aalis
Sl 3635 S 550 e 2l 1 gl —aim s Sl o a5 b gla bl 51— L
Al s O3 D 5 b SV Sl e 5 SThsl g Saos sladnl B b el b
LSl 53 ) o5t e s JalS [ sba A5 gl (5 e et e ST bl ol
Pl L il oo Sl cd e 3 (ol gla Slaen s a0 Lol s 13 PIRWNE
o en) s 1) cidie 6 0S5 la STl s s s Sl 5 bl (5usaia bl (S-S o
L e 0 3 a8 el da gy e oyl b ol aS g3lasl ooy 2
iy ST 3l 1 e il 31ty w1 K055 b b g3ledled

Sog— 5 Slos ol 5o b gl o e aS ol 5 ) o Sl S o) e
5 @bl 3l gl s an 75 0t il 5 B oped 53 ol 0 3Y A Sl ASL wdls o
Ll e aS ol Oy ol 53 L | 5 .(Schmidt, 2006: 24)4 5L sdw ;) &)L
e 50 sl S 5 Sl slacbasl (S slacil b ols o ules
ah S sl a s e slime (5Ll an sl (ilukilen o b 5l s das asls
o slaglis 03 JLed sl e 1S O o he a0 S
S o bk o5l

313 e i ge s b iS4 01K L alie G b 3 lmlie i) ¢ Jolie 5o
) o Ol molae ;s aiu il Ky Ko aglie Lol Lame tloiOls, Ao 51 ol

ﬁ‘jﬁ\)\u&dby&ﬂ\w‘wm&uﬁu_.ﬁm;-)ljbj.&&b.l.lﬁfd\j&

I, divinatory method



Glawslie 55, .(Schmidt, 2006: 24)4 53 S o 0l [y 555 slaa s kil 565, S eslin
S5l e IS 0y Sl s ele ol a1 05 A58 e

teglio 5 (5515, b o OF 53 & odls CliodelB 5 al il (63,55, 0155 o |y Slamalin L2,
bl S O oSl IS del a3 bl b le ol OG5l sdate Guslas
So% 4 S s el Gb Sl s el S et e (S5 1) S i Bles i,
s asdllan Gy b 5l ke S5 Sl a5 Fasb e b e SL5 sla Sl deplls
.(Forster, 2010: 333) » 5 s ol, 0L} (’L" S0 sl 4 5,y 313 ool &l glas 4,8 c)a..ﬂ 3
2 Goged el b Sl (Son ax ST ks b e A 3 8 53 gy 53 5
S e ol 3 et U ko 03,1 3 L 2t LB0l 55 ok S J 3 (S 4SS i
laadl se sl laslin il (6,5 Ol bt S a Wl ol b o] 55 ik
aauily o sl sS o anl WL Il beadlze cpl Lol (aeS fas anslis LU Olpedw o« Sl oess
S G 3 A dal s aslie 658 8 (5 S IS 5l mle alael (5555 4 S5 kil el o
il el Ls kS anl sdel oty e 5 (3565 psba oS 1wl Al lalie i)
(Berner, 2023: 197) 3L () o b otalaal 28 b o ol Ko alanils

Gloal Ly B o Slamlie Lo 5148 b o 1) plaacr ey o 25 Ll o> 4 S
Glamlio b Lgo) 5 ol Godos Al 3 5 (slaad LS gy cpl 03010 1) S 4 6599 2l
sl S T3 51 has cnl eOf (Slalg g enlpls 35500 ol XS o A2l 1 0T oS
JE s G ok s el 5o sl e Wl el B O 5l e
R S PCTIUEY Y] DUV POV ey B EPP SR PRE DY, W - g S pR T I

.(Berner, 2023: 197 )

S pp gloml Jge b ¥
Sl 5 S als (g5 (AL 2l ol il s b LIS IS 5 S

S s Al 3 a5 (S pn 5530 pghe S 5 S5, 5 b o SIS ) e

! holism
2, hermeneutic circle



\YV Q&orqir.a‘);ﬁhﬁm‘;ﬁuui})yﬂ|:‘;u|r}lﬁucbw‘j‘

S a3 f bt a bl 5 > (g5 o SIS a 555 .(Rush, 2019:80) c—.

RGSUOY ‘_5:;'-&1;)\})36)):,,4:

SSgep e P

Al s rges pl e (GBS o) (i Slair g sn (Sils w0 les S a s
.M@Jsj\\);ﬁ,;}ﬂ\\)Jsusw\yldlﬁggwkg@@u oLal (g3,
o8 Sl 55 Ol Jalas 4 ) e 58 508wl cal I3 03 (S s o 5l 2l s S
Rl 5 et S 4 0T Ll e S5 g dtsn o IS5 (63 8) a3 5 ((ages)
CNYF=AYY DAYAY 005 8 Dol ol el wtigs o 53 5 o (s (515 sl 4 K,
L0385 amslin b i i) ol oo Ll g oS Colins ol & (Ssia 0 s Joo!
Slastlay slasss b duapllsl lacsdos 53 355 agh oo il a0 ol o i 31 S S
So b e SB35 K SN e SOl s s g 2 (AANTAY LWL) 5 S e (SKS Sl
o 5w g L el o lae ol gl a8 Sos e JS e 53 L) Of b o(J¥azl
ol llas ol and b islne 3l STST (Sl 0 analy 50 |y oz IS (sbine Dlie 5 ngd o0
3 e s dnti e 0T 55 & 38 e Al e 51 b psgie G oS S
A SaSILs Ll 8 s e 5 IS e e e Lol s oS ol acalie 5 olie Olen 3l azals
ol s e 5 S VL s s 4 a5 LLOY YA GO Wi e e 603 40 S
L o Ol 53,5 oo sl 03 003 55 (6 45 Ll e iy ogb 3l ilse (laail oS Lne
S el SUT Kos agd pline lod 5 31 3 ogd ascnl 3123 8 e axlpe (5500 S S
A8 ke gt 10T ks (S8 (Sin b s elatrl S0l 3L o s e e 6 SO
(Rush, 2019: 80)s,51 o oz & pomeie JS cnl 53 AL 11 s hae (i
Sy Josl T (Slins S5 5 0550 ol oS ol il = 53 255 51 (61058 (8Bls 53 552
S v s ot bagzlse 03 & wsle sz 5 S BLi (S8 65003 sl s pSa
Aol 53 51 (ol el (§05L 5 roedl o me 53 o)l pen wgd 3pde Shalesl blite s S

s AL i g 2 65 sl ol s W55 S en L O (6 e

1. Hypothetical-deductive method



el by ol e 55 A3 o 55 OF o ol 5 IS e ol sl S s sol IS s
b b bredby swna bossd o Zol &S

S el JS Sl 85053 e (513 S eslid L Sle (Sl b o 5 ks iy (i
S ol a8 (S a3 AL Sledie (g 5o e 5 e (2S5 gl 4 ol
QS 31 o158 sl 38 511 05l (g tand kS 3 1 WS s gl ol -l L
A5 (28 s 53 pagh o (oS0 5) (201 G Ol oS ol 8550 511 5 i ks
(S 3) lales eyl ol oIS 51 5 e (S5 5 o) (S5 S Sl lge 5l S aliagy
Sl & ()3 LS s Al SU pa b g sl ) dan oS ol 555 e oilagd
.(Berner, 2023: 197 ) 54, .

1S gl pleml e b 511 555 el 15 e L [eanis] o =l s 0 51l
.(Schleiermacher, 1998: 23 )i ja3 5 s « sl 5 Fu b Slosd a0 sdlosls HiS (53LsL
a4 5 S o il s B 6 cns o ) o8 W5 el ol 52,5055 e b )
35055 3 oS M5 L O wilsn o agd oo il 1 S L Lo Bl 55 1358 5 5ome a5
0P S dal 1SS 55 Sl asle sl 5o ol plasled A 550 a3l s e
T B jae syl 45 Gl Al e 1l e oy 335 oS |y ail LS 8l S e
— el gl 55 Aol ((Sulpsle ons =T b psle 5l B8 WS e S s

.);ﬁ)bb

Alpds K30 p 55 o pshaw TF

2 led oo 1 o 5 ol Dl QLS OL s ol Jse b s 2l s

O 53 acig il 5 0l oS Ly S ol S5 sl 4 (s o) g il
Llea 1, L —s a= S ! .(Schleiermacher, 1998: 23) (! L3 Jsams (gaslion
R g | T B o IOV E S U P PP e Pl S A

Sy Jool 0L ele Slla b (6o 3 Sl Aslie L ot

I, positive formula
2, epistemological paradigm
3. sciences of mind
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2, early German Romanticism
3. poietic dimension
4, ethical imperative
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2. Charles Taylor (1931 )
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4. aesthetic interest

3. speculative interest
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NOTES

1. This conception of language is elaborated and defended by Gadamer. See Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Truth and Method, trans. Joel Weinsheimer and Donald G. Marshall, 2nd rev. ed.
(New York: Continuum, 2004), 453; Hans-Georg Gadamer, Warheit und Methode: Grundziige
einer philosophischen Hermeneutik (Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1990), 461.

2. See Gadamer, Truth and Method, 434; Warheit und Methode, 440.
3. See Gadamer, Truth and Method, 464; Warheit und Methode, 473.
4. John Sallis, On Translation (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002), 87.

5. See Paul Ricoeur, On Translation, trans. Eileen Brennan (New York: Routledge, 2006), 36;
Paul Ricoeur, Sur la traduction (Paris: Bayard, 2004), 64.

6. Ricoeur, On Translation, 30; Sur la traduction, 54.
7. See Ricoeur, On Translation, 31; Sur la traduction, 56.
8. Ricoeur, On Translation, 37; Sur la traduction, 66.

9. See Paul Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor: Multi-Disciplinary Studies in the Creation of
Meaning in Language, trans. Robert Czerny with Kathleen McLaughlin and John Costello, S.
J. (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975), 191-94; Paul Ricoeur, La métaphore
vive (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1975), 208-11.

10. Paul Ricoeur, “The Metaphorical Process as Cognition, Imagination, and
Feeling”, Critical Inquiry 5 (1978): 143-59.

11.See Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor, 235; La métaphore vive, 253.
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!. Hermeneutics

2. Hermes

3. Hermeneutica Sacra Sive Methodus exponendarum S. Literarum ( Eng: Sacred Hermeneutics or the
Method of Expounding the Sacred Scriptures )

4, Johann Conrad Dannhauer (1603 - 1666)

5. hermenutica sacra

% hermenutica juris

7. Philology

8 hermenutica profana
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1. Johann Martin Chladenius (1710 - 1759)
2, Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768 - 1834)
3, Wilhelm Dilthey (1833 - 1911)

4, Martin Heidegger (1889 - 1976)

3, Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900 - 2002)
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. Jacques Derrida (1930 - 2004)

. Paul Ricceur (1913 - 2005)

. Jean-Frangois Lyotard (1924 - 1998)
. incredulity toward metanarratives

. Différend
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', Truth and Method (German: Wahrheit und Methode, 1960)

2. Horizontverschmelzung ( Eng: Fusion of Horizons )
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I, Offenheit ( Eng: Openness)
2, The Postmodern Condition ( 1979 )
3. Le Différend (Paris: Minuit, 1983) [English: The Differend: Phrases in Dispute]
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1. sublime
2, régimes de phrases (Eng: Phrastic regimes / Regimes of phrases)
3, hétérogénéité radicale ( Eng: radical heterogeneity )
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I, Wirkungsgeschichte ( Eng: Effective history )
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2, Cogito
3, School of Suspicion
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Editorial Note by the Editor-in-Chief

The contemporary world faces unprecedented ruptures of meaning, the scope and
intensity of which are unparalleled in history. In this world, political, cultural, and
environmental crises have not only become more visible, but, due to the simultaneous
emergence and intersection of diverse forms of extremism - from excommunication in
certain Islamic societies to maximalist nationalism and renewed manifestations of racism
in Western contexts - they have permeated the very fabric of collective structures,
rendering the landscape of shared life increasingly complex. This condition foregrounds
fundamental philosophical and ethical questions regarding human capacities for
coexistence, the possibility of intercultural dialogue, the legitimate boundaries of power,
and the balance between individual and collective spheres. Moreover, global
environmental crises reveal the structural and moral limitations of civilizations in their
encounter with nature, highlighting the interdependence of humans and the Earth, and
underscoring the urgent need to reconsider the intellectual and practical foundations of
human society.

These crises are not merely external events; they are concentrated manifestations of
misunderstandings, epistemic narrowness, and failures to establish a dynamic dialogue
across diverse horizons of understanding. Historical experience has shown that whenever
humans have lost the ability for multilayered interpretation, recognition of difference, and
dialogical engagement with the “Other”, language transforms from a tool of meaning into
a vehicle for demarcation, exclusion, and violence. In such circumstances, truth recedes
from the horizon of openness and dialogue, becoming subjected to rigid, punitive, and
antagonistic judgments.

This absence of openness is not confined to libraries or philosophical circles; it
materializes in the everyday life of societies through war, discrimination, social strife,
ethnic and religious schisms, and the erosion of collective hope. Under such conditions,
questions regarding “how to understand,” “how to live with the Other,” and “how to
manage difference” move beyond theoretical debate and become vital issues for the
survival and flourishing of humanity and civilization.

Wisdom and moderation in these societies have not been responses born of weakness or
passivity; they have functioned as active, strategic, and creative forces. They have guided
individual and collective conduct, sustained social structures, fostered the development
of knowledge and art,

nurtured a dialogical spirit, and given rise to enduring intellectual traditions. Through such
channels, in the works of Eastern philosophers, in mystical interpretive traditions, in
schools of wisdom, and in the multicultural heritage of cities such as Balkh, Nishapur,
Samarkand, Bukhara, Delhi, and Kabul, a dialogical form of reason has emerged, one in
which the “Other” is not regarded as an enemy but as an opportunity to expand the
horizons of understanding.
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One of the pillars of this civilizational reason is textual polysemy and the recognition of
interpretive diversity. This is especially evident in our philosophical and mystical
traditions, which have advanced not through the elimination of difference, but through
dialogue and the careful exegesis of hidden layers of meaning. Within this context,
hermeneutics - the knowledge and art of understanding, interpreting, and discovering
meaning - assumes a central role. Hermeneutics reminds us that no text, phenomenon, or
human experience exists unmediated or ahistorical. Every

text carries within it a network of signs, contexts, histories, and cultural horizons, and its
understanding is only possible through historical awareness, intercultural insight, and
dialogical engagement with the “Other.” Neglecting these layers has repeatedly exacted a
heavy toll in history: misunderstanding, extremism, violence, and absolutist judgment.
In a deeper sense, hermeneutics is not merely a tool for textual interpretation; it constitutes
a domain for human existence: an approach that reveals understanding as neither static
nor fixed, but as a dynamic, dialectical, and inter-horizon process. Readers approach texts
with their prior knowledge, emotions, lived experiences, and cultural backgrounds, and
in doing so, their own semantic horizons are transformed. This continuous back-and-forth
- what the hermeneutic tradition calls the “hermeneutic circle” - unfolds a renewed
perspective on truth; one that is not anchored solely in the written text or the individual
reader’s mind, but gradually emerges through the interplay of interpretive realms within
the ongoing process of understanding and exegesis, shaping meaning at an inter-
subjective level.

In today’s complex world, contemporary theories - from fuzzy logic to scientific and
epistemic approaches to uncertainty, from pluralistic philosophies to intercultural
frameworks — emphasize a single point: insistence on certainty and univocity poses a
serious risk for the human world. Political and civilizational history corroborates this:
societies that have disregarded difference, polyphony, and the multilayered nature of
meaning have faced collapse, violence, and social rupture. Conversely, those who
cultivate the capacity to listen to the “Other,” comprehend complexity, and embrace
polysemy have succeeded in fostering coexistence, cultural renewal, and the continuity of
civilization. It is for this reason that, today more than ever, the world requires interpretive
competence: the ability to read texts, signs, traditions, and social phenomena flexibly.
Such competence not only lays the groundwork for dialogue but also provides a means to
transcend violence and misunderstanding and to advance mutual understanding among
human beings.

In this context, Nebras, in its mission to illuminate and promote a culture of dialogue,
holds that understanding approaches truth only when polyphony, historical consciousness,
intercultural dialogue, and recognition of the Other occupy the center of the interpretive
endeavor. On one hand, Nebras resists absolutist, one-dimensional readings devoid of
receptive capacity; on the other, it opens a new vista - one in which texts are read in
connection with their historical and cultural contexts, and every act of understanding
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emerges in relation to the Other and in dialogue with the complexity of the human world.
On this foundation, Nebras is a call to human dialogue, openness of horizons, listening to
silenced voices, and the cultivation of shared understanding - a call to reconstruct
collective reason in an age where violence, extremism, and misunderstanding threaten the
paths of coexistence.

We hold that the significance of hermeneutics extends far beyond the theoretical realm.
Hermeneutics reminds us that peace and civilized coexistence can be attained only
through attentive listening, sustained dialogue, tolerance, and historically informed,
critical engagement with texts and cultures. In a world where the boundaries of identity,
meaning, and culture are in constant flux, the cultivation of these interpretive capacities
is not a peripheral concern, but a foundational prelude to the development of a clearer,
more far-reaching understanding - an understanding capable of liberating humanity from
recurring cycles of turmoil, misapprehension, and violence.

It is on this premise that Nebras presents this special issue, entitled “The Contemporary
Hermeneutic Sphere”, which seeks to open new horizons in the understanding of texts,
ideas, and human experiences. In this issue, contributors explore the capacities of
hermeneutics through diverse approaches: analyzing the hidden layers of textual meaning,
examining the historicity of understanding, and considering the role of dialogue among
reader, text, and context in both cultural and intercultural interpretation. This collection is
a collaborative effort to reaffirm the principle that open, multilayered, and polyphonic
understanding.

This collection is a collaborative effort to reaffirm the principle that open, multilayered,
and polyphonic understanding is the only viable path to transcend the inertia of absolutism
and secure a future defined by intellectual emancipation and civilized coexistence.

This collection is a collaborative effort to reaffirm the principle that open, multilayered,
and polyphonic understanding is the only viable path to transcend the inertia of absolutism
and secure a future defined by intellectual emancipation and civilized coexistence.
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The Fragmented Subject in the Chiaroscuro of
Contemporary Hermeneutics

Sayed Hussain Eshraq'

Abstract

This study interrogates the "fragmented subject," exploring the contemporary human
condition within a hermeneutical horizon of understanding, where in an era defined by the
erosion of metanarratives and the dissolution of autonomous self-consciousness, the
subject can no longer be posited as a self-sufficient or coherent entity but instead emerges
as a product of the perpetual interpretation of the self and the Other. In this context, the
shattering of the subject transcends mere psychological phenomenality; it is a fundamental
hermeneutical experience wherein meaning remains suspended, re-inscribed, and
ontologically unfinished. Drawing upon post-structuralism, philosophy of mind, and
psychoanalysis, this research argues that the subject’s fragmentation reflects a profound
epistemic crisis within modernity - a crisis articulated through the diverse theoretical lenses
of Freud, Lacan, Foucault, Derrida, and William Matthews. Within this framework,
hermeneutics is reconceptualized not as a textual method, but as an existential mode of
being - a process in which the subject, in the very act of interpretation, undergoes a radical
transformation and dispersal. Furthermore, by foregrounding power structures and
interculturality, contemporary hermeneutics demonstrates that subjectivity is invariably
situated within historical and social textures. Ultimately, the "fragmented subject” is
reimagined not merely as a site of crisis, but as an opening for the reconstruction of identity,
signifying a receptivity to new horizons of understanding where the human being - by
acknowledging these internal fractures - rediscovers the capacity for dialogue and self-
creation. Thus, hermeneutics functions as an open horizon where fragmentation marks the
genesis of a renewed understanding of the subject.

Keywords: Decentering, fragmented subject, human agency, identity, meaning,
philosophical praxis, power.
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Hermeneutics and Political Praxis: Interpretive Understanding
across Language, Identity, and Historicity

Dr. Mohammad Qasim Wafayezada'

Abstract

This article interrogates the pivotal role of hermeneutics and interpretive understanding
in the analysis of political phenomena and agency, posing a fundamental inquiry into
whether the political sphere can be reduced to a mere constellation of rational decisions
and quantifiable behaviors, or if political action is invariably constituted within the
hermeneutical horizons of historical, linguistic, and cultural meanings. While
dominant traditions in political science remain tethered to empiricism and instrumental
rationality, these paradigms often prove inadequate in deciphering the nuanced,
contextual layers of political praxis. Political actions do not emerge in a vacuum;
rather, they are manifested through the textures of language, historical narratives, and
identity formations, where neglecting these horizons leads to a reductionist
apprehension of the political. By tracing the evolution of hermeneutics from textual
exegesis to social action, this study examines the contributions of Wilhelm Dilthey and
Max Weber before focusing on the philosophical hermeneutics of Hans-Georg
Gadamer and Charles Taylor. It specifically analyzes the "fusion of horizons," the
historicity of understanding, and the critique of methodological individualism. The
central thesis argues that an interpretive approach functions as a vital complement to
empirical methodologies, providing a profound horizon of political intelligibility that
is crucial for analyzing pluralistic societies and the dynamic interplay of linguistic and
cultural identities.

Keywords: Culture, hermeneutics, historicity, identity, interpretive understanding,
language, politics.
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Hermeneutics and Apocalyptic Horizons: From the
Atrophy of Meaning to the Opening of Interpretation
in Late Modernity

Dr. Saied Abdul Samad Moshtage!
Mohammad Natiqji’

Abstract

This article interrogates the multifaceted nexus between hermeneutics and what is
characterized in late modernity as "secular apocalyptic horizons," positing that the
contemporary crisis originates not from a deficit of meaning, but from the radical
centralization and monopolization of interpretation. In this condition, the future is pre-
interpreted through technocratic and bureaucratic "sacred" grand narratives, leading to
a structural contraction of the horizons of understanding. Drawing upon the critical
frameworks of Zygmunt Bauman, James C. Scott, and Jacques Ellul, the paper
elucidates how modern anxiety, state-led projects of "legibility," and the hegemony of
Technique have culminated in the marginalization of local interpretations, the atrophy
of the Word, and the consolidation of interpretive authority. Collectively, these
processes manifest a secular apocalypse - defined not by the eschatological end of the
world, but by the suspension of the very possibility of interpretive dialogue. Against
this totalizing logic, the article argues that hermeneutics functions not as a competing
grand narrative, but as a mode of theoretical resistance against interpretive certainties.
By emphasizing the historicity of understanding, the horizonality of interpretation, and
the defense of localized, transient meanings, hermeneutics facilitates the suspension of
finality claims and reopens the vistas of comprehension. Consequently, hermeneutics
offers an anti-apocalyptic response to the modern predicament; its primary function is
not to prophesy the future, but to safeguard the ontological possibility of understanding
against interpretive saturation.

Keywords: Apocalyptic horizons, grand narrative, hermeneutics, interpretive
authority, late modernity, legibility, meaning
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Afghanistan’s Collective Identity in the Social Media Sphere: A

Modern Hermeneutic Perspective

Dr. Sayeed Ebrahim Darwishean' & Dr. Ataullah Fazil®

Abstract:

In the contemporary era, social media have evolved beyond mere communication
platforms into a pivotal digital life-world, where socio-political realities are
discursively constructed, contested, and reified. This research investigates the intricate
configurations of Afghanistan’s collective identity within the Facebook sphere,
specifically focusing on the interpretive encounters of Afghan users with external
geopolitical stimuli. Grounded in the theoretical framework of Modern Hermeneutics,
the study employs Thematic Analysis to decipher the "horizons of understanding"
through which users negotiate the statements of foreign political actors. The central
problematic explores how these digital mediations interface with national sovereignty,
ethnic pluralism, and the dialectics of "Self and Other".

The findings elucidate that Afghan collective identity is not a static entity but a fluid
and contested construct, perpetually renegotiated through the lens of political
autonomy and anti-hegemonic resistance. Analysis reveals that ethnic narratives
function as a primary pre-understanding, significantly mediating the representation of
national identity and shaping the interpretive response to global power dynamics.
While the emergence of a "modern identity" - rooted in universal human values and
critical civic consciousness - is discernible among certain segments, it remains
profoundly entangled within entrenched structural fault lines. Ultimately, the study
demonstrates that in the face of external events, Afghan users fragment into distinct
interpretive communities, where the fusion of individual positionality and collective
memory dictates the trajectory of identity formation in the virtual realm.

Keywords: Social Media Sphere, Virtual Discourse, National Identity, Ethnic
Plurality, Modern Hermeneutics, Interpretive Horizons.
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International Principles of Journalistic Ethics in the
Mirror of Hermeneutics

Sayed Abdul Basir Mesbah'!

Abstract

The International Principles of Professional Ethics in Journalism constitutes a
seminal framework comprising ten fundamental tenets that govern the
synthesis, production, and dissemination of news within the global media
landscape. This research interrogates these ten principles through the prism of
philosophical hermeneutics, with a particular emphasis on Hans-Georg
Gadamer’s theoretical paradigm, evaluating the charter across four analytical
dimensions. By adopting a hermeneutic-philosophical approach, the study
underscores the established significance of universal journalistic ethical codes,
positing them as mechanisms for the '"fusion of horizons"
(Horizontverschmelzung) across three primary vectors: geographical, cultural,
and the human agent. The findings elucidate that the geographical horizon
necessitates the convergence of diverse national perspectives around shared
values such as global peace, international security, and justice. The cultural
horizon facilitates the integration of universal values including privacy,
equality, and pluralism. Furthermore, the human agent horizon focuses on the
imperatives of objectivity, precision, veracity, and balance, wherein the fusion
of horizons between the audience, the journalist, and the socio-cultural context
of the event is paramount. This dimension further emphasizes the journalist’s
commitment to truth and the transcendence of individual interests in favor of
the collective good to safeguard the free flow of information and promote public
participation in the news-gathering process.

Keywords: Fusion of horizons, impartiality, professional ethics, public
participation, social responsibility.
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From Theology to the Humanities:

Schleiermacher’s Methodological Revolution in the
Interpretation of Texts

Dr. Sayed Nassir Ahmad Hossaini'

Abstract

Centering on Schleiermacher’s hermeneutic paradigm, this inquiry interrogates the
fundamental problem of how to achieve a methodical and valid understanding of
"alien" discourse and texts. Schleiermacher redefines hermeneutics not merely as the
"art of interpretation," but as the "art of understanding" (Verstehen); a systematic
framework providing universal rules for establishing the meaning of discourse. The
process commences with the primordial axiom of "misunderstanding," yet it is
predicated on the assumption that the author intends to be understood - a volition
manifested through linguistic signs within a specific historical-linguistic context.
Consequently, the resulting comprehension necessitates a dual reconstruction of
discourse: first, "Grammatical Interpretation,” which analyzes the text as a constituent
of the objective linguistic system; and second, "Psychological (or Technical)
Interpretation,” which explores the author’s creative individuality and their
idiosyncratic transformation of language. These two dimensions advance reciprocally
within the "Hermeneutic Circle," employing "divinatory" (divinatorisch) and
comparative methods. Ultimately, this study demonstrates that the reconstruction of
meaning is not a mere interpretive technique; rather, by playing a cardinal role in the
cultivation of the Spirit (Geist), Schleiermacher’s hermeneutics evolves into an ethical-
epistemological project for understanding the "Other".

Keywords: Comparison and divination, Friedrich Schleiermacher, hermeneutic circle,
hermeneutics, interpretation, language, misunderstanding, understanding (Verstehen).
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The Limits of Language: Philosophical Hermeneutics and the

Task of Comparative Philosophy'

Dr. David W. Johnson*

Abstract

Despite the ontological significance of linguistic disclosure in philosophical
hermeneutics, contemporary scholarship has often overlooked the specific mechanics
through which language unveils the world. This article interrogates these mechanics
by synthesizing Hans-Georg Gadamer’s hermeneutics with Paul Ricoeur’s theories of
metaphor and translation, contending that the "background horizon of the unsaid" -
which varies fundamentally across linguistic traditions - enables different languages to
disclose distinct aspects of reality. Drawing on Ricoeur’s concept of the radical "fold"
(pli), I argue that the inexhaustible complexity of the world exceeds the expressive
capacity of any singular tongue, thus necessitating that philosophy transcend its
Eurocentric boundaries and actively engage with non-Western traditions, particularly
those as linguistically distant as Chinese or Japanese. Such an engagement is not
merely a philological exercise but a philosophical necessity to encounter the
"foundational hermeneutic experience," which Jean Grondin identifies as the
experience of the limits of language. By grappling with untranslatable concepts akin
to our treatment of Logos or Arete, we stimulate our "linguistic imagination," fostering
the ability to perceive "likeness in difference." This process disrupts the naturalization
of our own worldviews and opens new conceptual horizons, similar to the
transformative impact of environmental or feminist discourses. Ultimately, the task of
comparative philosophy is redefined as a vital epistemic expansion: a movement
toward the borders of our own language to illuminate new ways of being and thinking.

Keywords: Comparative philosophy, Hans-Georg Gadamer, hermeneutics, metaphor,
Paul Ricoeur, translation
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Constructivism and Contemporary Hermeneutics:

Similarities and Differences

Dr. Sayed Borhan Altafi'

Abstract

This study elucidates the intersection of Constructivism and Contemporary Hermeneutics
through a rigorous analysis of their fundamental similarities and divergences. The central
inquiry explores the parallels between these two paradigms and investigates how one might
transcend textual interpretation to achieve a social reconstruction of meaning within
contemporary cultural and discursive contexts. The primary hypothesis posits that while
Constructivism and Contemporary Hermeneutics converge on the "dialogical nature of the
text," they diverge regarding the ontological status of "social reality”. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach, this research utilizes
documentary and archival data, adopting Gadamerian theory as its foundational theoretical
framework. The findings indicate that the two paradigms share common ground in the
"discursive nature of understanding" and its "socio-historical relativity". Conversely, they
remain distinct concerning the "linguisticality of understanding” and the "constitution of
social reality". By synthesizing these perspectives, the study proposes a novel
interdisciplinary framework termed "Interpretive-Constructivism," which facilitates a
simultaneous focus on the logic of actors' understanding and the social-discursive
mechanisms that transform these understandings into political and institutional realities. In
the realm of International Relations, this synthesis allows for the analysis of power,
security, and identity not as fixed variables, but as historical and social constructs, while in
the Humanities, it fosters a deeper comprehension of the nexus between meaning,
language, history, and the social construction of knowledge, ultimately unveiling the
fundamental principle of the "contextuality of meaning.

Keywords: Constructivism, contemporary hermeneutics, contextuality of meaning,

interpretive-constructivism, linguisticality of understanding, social reality
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The Concept of the Différend in Lyotard’s Thought and the
Challenge to the Possibility of Shared Understanding in
Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics

Dr. Fahima Nasiri!

Abstract

The commensurability of understanding and the ontological possibility of dialogue
constitute a cornerstone of contemporary philosophical inquiry. Hans-Georg Gadamer,
through the lens of philosophical hermeneutics, posits the "fusion of horizons"
(Horizontverschmelzung) as the culmination of linguistic mediation and the productive
role of prejudice (Vorurteil), asserting the ultimate possibility of shared understanding.
Conversely, Jean-Frangois Lyotard introduces the radical concept of the différend to
delineate discursive impasses where the absence of a universal rule of judgment
renders consensus - and even translation into a dominant idiom - impossible.
Employing an analytical-critical methodology, this study interrogates how the
différend destabilizes the epistemological and ethical optimism inherent in
Gadamerian hermeneutics. The central inquiry examines whether philosophical
hermeneutics possesses the conceptual elasticity to account for the "refusal of
understanding" and the structural breakdown of dialogue, or if it necessitates a
fundamental paradigmatic shift. The findings suggest that the différend does not
merely signify a communicative failure but functions as a limit-concept that exposes
the ethico-political boundaries of language. Consequently, this study argues for a
transition from a consensus-oriented hermeneutics toward a "Hermeneutics of
Responsibility," which prioritizes the preservation of alterity over the necessity of

agreement.

Keywords: Différend, Gadamer, incommensurability, justice, Lyotard, philosophical
hermeneutics, shared understanding
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Understanding Under Conditions of Closure:
Habermas’s Critical Hermeneutics and the Critique of

Power in the Context of Afghanistan

Javid Rahel'

Abstract

Drawing upon Jiirgen Habermas’s framework of critical hermeneutics, this article
investigates the possibility of understanding and the critique of repressive power
within Third World contexts, specifically focusing on Afghanistan. In environments
where political and cultural hegemony instrumentalizes language and meaning for the
purposes of legitimation and social control, classical hermeneutics remains insufficient
for generating emancipatory understanding. This study demonstrates that critical
hermeneutics, through its negative and dialectical approach, is capable of exposing
systematically distorted communication, reconstructing the sphere of communicative
rationality, and facilitating a restricted yet critical dialogue. Using Afghanistan as a
localized case study, the article illustrates an acute instance of "discursive closure"
(frubastegi) and repressive dominance. It argues that "writing from within the crisis" -
conceptualized as a hermeneutical act - serves as an effective instrument for the
critique of power and the a dvancement of an emancipatory praxis. Ultimately, while
delineating this theoretical framework, the paper proposes new research horizons for

analyzing critical socio-political conditions in the Third World.
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The Voice of Meaning in the Silence of Technique:

Diplomacy as a Hermeneutic Experience

Said Mohammad Taqi Mousavi'

Abstract

In traditional paradigms, diplomacy is predominantly conceptualized as a technical
instrument for managing international relations and safeguarding national interests.
However, a hermeneutic approach reinterprets diplomacy as a fundamental process of
"meaning-making" and the "constitution of mutual understanding." Drawing upon the
philosophical hermeneutics of Hans-Georg Gadamer, this article explores diplomacy
as a "hermeneutic experience." Within this realm, diplomacy is viewed not as a
mechanical technocracy, but as a dynamic process wherein identities and mutual
understandings are in a constant flux of redefinition. Utilizing a qualitative and critical
analysis of philosophical texts, with a particular focus on the dialectic of question and
answer, this research argues that diplomacy transcends instrumental action. It is,
instead, a form of "existential action" at the core of which lie concepts such as the
"fusion of horizons," the role of "prejudices" (pre-understandings), and the authenticity
of dialogue. Ultimately, the paper contends that a hermeneutic turn in diplomatic
theory can redirect the impasses arising from subjective confrontations toward an

ontological understanding of international interactions.

Keywords: Dialogue, diplomacy, existential understanding, fusion of horizons,

Gadamer, philosophical hermeneutics.
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