NEBRAS
Academic and Research Quarterly
Issuel2, Winterer 2025
Special Issue the Contemporary Hermeneutic Sphere

International Principles of Journalistic Ethics in the Light of

Hermeneutics

Abdul Basir Mesbah

Assistant Professor of Journalism & Editor in Chief of Pol-e Sorkh Media
Mesbah.abdulbasir@gmail.com

ORCID 0000-0003-1406-6046

Article type: Research Article
Article history:  Received: November 30, 2025 Accepted: january 25, 2026

ABSTRACT

The International Charter of Professional Ethics for Journalists is a well-known document containing ten
key principles for journalists worldwide, which shapes the guidelines for the process of producing, creating,
and distributing news across all media around the world. This study, through a hermeneutical reading with
an emphasis on Gadamer’s perspectives, analyzes and evaluates the ten principles of the charter at four
levels. Conducted with a philosophical hermeneutic approach, the research emphasizes the importance and
established position of the global codes of journalistic ethics based on the preservation of balance and the
fusion of horizons from three main perspectives: geographical, cultural, and human agent. According to the
findings, the geographical horizon addresses the necessity of fusion and interconnection of the viewpoints
of the world’s nations geographically in relation to shared values such as global peace, international security,
and justice; the cultural horizon pertains to the integration of world cultural values such as privacy
protection, equality, and diversity; the human agent horizon focuses on elements such as objectivity,
accuracy, correctness, and balance in news, in which the fusion of the horizons of the audience, the
journalist, and the social and cultural context of the event is of high importance. This element also
emphasizes the journalist’s support for truth and the prioritization of collective interests over individual
interests to maintain the flow of information, and supports public participation in receiving news.
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Abstract

The International Charter of Professional Ethics for Journalists is a well-known document containing ten
key principles for journalists worldwide, which shapes the guidelines for the process of producing, creating,
and distributing news across all media around the world. This study, through a hermeneutical reading with
an emphasis on Gadamer’s perspectives, analyzes and evaluates the ten principles of the charter at four
levels. Conducted with a philosophical hermeneutic approach, the research emphasizes the importance and
established position of the global codes of journalistic ethics based on the preservation of balance and the
fusion of horizons from three main perspectives: geographical, cultural, and human agent. According to the
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findings, the geographical horizon addresses the necessity of fusion and interconnection of the viewpoints
of the world’s nations geographically in relation to shared values such as global peace, international security,
and justice; the cultural horizon pertains to the integration of world cultural values such as privacy
protection, equality, and diversity; the human agent horizon focuses on elements such as objectivity,
accuracy, correctness, and balance in news, in which the fusion of the horizons of the audience, the
journalist, and the social and cultural context of the event is of high importance. This element also
emphasizes the journalist’s support for truth and the prioritization of collective interests over individual
interests to maintain the flow of information, and supports public participation in receiving news.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Journalistic ethics, which is a subfield of “media ethics” (Dehghan & Mahdi Molaei, 2016: 209), refers to
the prevailing attitudes and norms in journalism that have led this profession to move from “partisan”
journalism to a form of neutral and independent journalism. Professional journalistic ethics means that
newspapers, in the pursuit, acquisition, and dissemination of news and information, should act in a way that
does not compromise or call into question their professional honor, credibility, and reputation (Farghani,
2004: 157). Journalistic ethics encompasses a very broad scope. This scope can include issues such as
refraining from accepting gift cards, striving to provide accurate information to the audience, avoiding
disclosure, and similar matters (Boroujerdi Alavi & Mahdieh Shokri, 2017: 7).

However, professional journalistic ethics must be established by the journalists themselves (mainly through
professional associations and press councils) in the form of charters and ethical codes. The Charter of
Professional Ethics for Journalists is a covenant that, by creating an ethical framework for reporters, is
formed by experienced, educated, and responsible journalists and communication scholars in a country,
region, or globally. Considering shared human principles and values, international journalistic organizations
worldwide have also developed mechanisms for the self-regulation of journalism, which are generally
referred to as “International Principles of Journalism”.

The core of these principles is the practical commitment to these standards, the acceptance of pluralism and
tolerance, democratic debate, and conflict resolution (Farghani, 2002: 34), so that by implementing these
points, the press can “begin and pursue a sacred struggle to distinguish truth from falsehood in a world full
of corruption, lies, and errors” (DeFleur, 2004: 682). Professional international and regional organizations
of journalists, which collectively represent 400,000 active journalists worldwide, have been holding
consultative meetings under UNESCO supervision since 1978 (University of Tampere, n.d.).

Finally, at the conclusion of the Paris meeting (20 November 1983), with the presence of the International
Federation of Journalists, the World Association of Catholic Press, the Federation of Latin American
Journalists, the Federation of Latin American Press Workers, the Arab Journalists Federation, the African
Journalists Union, and the ASEAN Journalists Confederation, a document was approved that became known
as the “International Charter of Professional Ethics for Journalists.” This document contains ten key
principles for journalists worldwide and is undoubtedly the guiding framework for the process of producing,
creating, and distributing news across all media around the world.

However, on the one hand, this charter is one of the main elements for standardizing communication at the
global level, and on the other hand, it is itself a contextual and meaningful message that has emerged within
a specific cultural and global context. It is here that the importance of analyzing these ethical codes as a
message or as one of the key elements of journalism becomes evident.
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Different and diverse methods for analyzing and interpreting messages in today’s world have been proposed
by authors and researchers, one of which is hermeneutics. Unlike the conventional approach, hermeneutics
views communication as something distinct from mere message transmission and emphasizes the pivotal
role of situated interpretation and culture (Bitrus, 2025). In hermeneutics, understanding, as the goal and
outcome of journalistic activity, requires the inclusion of explanation and interpretation within the set of
journalistic practices. The structure, form, and effectiveness of journalism also depend on both the socio-
political environment in which media operate and the choices of the journalist’s mind (Blokhin & Ilchenko,
2015).

On the other hand, communication cannot be ethically neutral, yet certain hermeneutical elements not only
make communication possible but also render it morally accountable (Michel, 2009). Meanwhile, under the
influence of global political and economic pressures, professionalism in journalism is also evolving, and
with the presence of social networks and the existence of power sources and interests, trust in the media—
especially regarding neutrality—has relatively declined. It is now time that, for ethical guidance, reference
be made to the hermeneutical approach, which arises from the search for shared meaning, since “strong
hermeneutic ethics” can contribute to increasing self-reflexivity (Fawkes, 2012).

As described, the space for a hermeneutical analysis and interpretation of the global journalistic ethical
codes as the international agenda of this profession remains unaddressed, and this article seeks to analyze
and interpret the aforementioned document from a new perspective, namely, through the application of
Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutic method.

Research Method

This study was conducted using a qualitative method and employing a philosophical hermeneutic approach.
Hermeneutics is the study of the interpretation of written texts, spoken words, messages, signs, actions,
events, intentions, and states (Eshraq, 2012: 15), and, in other words, it is the art of interpretation (Abulad,
2008). In fact, the central issue of hermeneutics is how the process of understanding occurs and how
meaning is transmitted from one person to another. The primary data for this research consists of the full
text of the International Principles of Professional Ethics for Journalists, which were approved by global
journalistic organizations after several meetings in Paris in 1983. These international principles constitute
the most comprehensive charter of journalistic ethics, ratified by independent and free journalists at a global
congress, and include ten articles.

The unit of analysis in this study is the ten articles of this global charter of journalistic ethics. The most
important units include neutrality, independence, professional integrity, balance, peace, accuracy, and truth,
all of which are clearly and explicitly stated in the text of the charter.

In the first stage, the articles of the Charter of Professional Ethics for Journalists were presented
descriptively and based on the explicit meaning of the text. In the second stage, the meanings and concepts
of each article were analyzed semantically, and the relationship of the key concepts to contemporary
journalistic trends was examined. In the third stage, the fusion of horizons in relation to the articles of the
charter was analyzed, with attention to the meanings that the charter conveys regarding journalistic concepts
and related fields.

Discussion

According to the research findings, the first principle of the global journalistic ethics emphasizes the
people’s right to access accurate information in order to obtain an objective, precise, and at the same time
comprehensive picture of reality. Three horizons were identified in this context. The fusion of the historical
horizon (the time and circumstances of the event), the audience’s perspective on the event, and the
journalist’s personal horizon based on their knowledge and beliefs, all influence the formation of this
objective reality. The fusion of these three horizons can, to some extent, ensure the accuracy of the news.
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Meanwhile, the “journalist’s commitment to objective reality” requires that facts be reported with accuracy
and professional conscience, within their appropriate context, avoiding distortion. This necessitates
presenting the historical horizon or the context of the event alongside the media horizon or the channel and
language through which the news is delivered, as a third influential horizon.

The social responsibility of the journalist, who considers news not as a commodity but as a public good,
makes the combination of two horizons essential: one being the sources of power and reality-makers, and
the other being the marginalized and those whose voices are unheard. At the same time, the health and
integrity of the journalistic profession require that the journalist cannot ignore the collective horizon in the
process of producing and publishing news, nor become a victim of the dominant discourse, whether that
dominant order is the ruling ideology of a country or a capitalist system.

The principle of “public access and participation” contains three fundamental elements that bring us closer
to a hermeneutic reading: the journalist’s horizon, as the one providing information to the public; the public
horizon, or the people; and the horizon of government actors and official sources of information.

However, the principle of “respect for privacy and human dignity”, which has somewhat diminished in
social media journalism and is less regulated, highlights the importance of fusing these three horizons. This
means that people have the right to know, support for human dignity and protection of privacy is a principle,
and at the same time, privacy is a fluid phenomenon, with individuals’ privacy varying according to their
level of prominence. Balancing these three elements determines the value and position of the journalist.
The principle of “respect for public interest” entails not subordinating or reducing the interests of the general
public in favor of a specific ethnic, linguistic, or political group. Whenever a journalist can distinguish
between the interests of the public, powerful groups, and the dominant system in society, understand the
subtle consequences of news publication for different factions, and ultimately adopt a stance aligned with
the general public, they have grasped the horizons of power, the people, and civil society.

The principle of “respect for universal values and cultural diversity” addresses the journalist’s defense of
universal humanistic values, particularly peace, democracy, human rights, social progress, and national
liberation. According to this principle, the global horizon is considered a general standard at the world level,
while the national horizons are situated at the country level, and the cultural and religious horizons pertain
to nations and civilizational values.

Furthermore, the principle of “elimination of war and other great evils confronting humanity” requires
journalists to avoid incitement to aggressive wars and arms races, and to help remove ignorance and
misunderstandings among nations. In this principle, respect for the rights and dignity of the peoples of the
world is considered from multiple horizons, including equality and non-discrimination based on race,
gender, language, nationality, personal belief, or philosophy. The aim of this principle is to maintain this
balance in order to preserve peace and avoid war and evil on earth.

The promotion of a new global order of information and communication, aimed at decolonizing and
democratizing information and communication at national and international levels, is based on peaceful
coexistence among nations. According to Gadamerian hermeneutics, promoting a new global order entails
upholding communicative justice and addressing the issues of North-South and center-periphery inequalities
in the production and access to information.

Conclusion

The findings of the research emphasize the established importance and position of the global codes of
journalistic ethics based on maintaining balance and the fusion of horizons from three main perspectives:
geographical, cultural, and human factors. This means that, in general, within these codes, the geographical
horizon highlights the necessity of merging and connecting the perspectives of the world’s nations
geographically around shared values such as global peace, international security, and communicative justice.
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Meanwhile, the cultural horizon emphasizes the integration of global cultural values among nations by the
journalist, based on principles such as human dignity, privacy, national liberation, and human rights,
preventing any form of discrimination among human beings in the dissemination of news and reports. The
human factor horizon focuses on elements such as objectivity, accuracy, truthfulness, and balance in
reporting, where the fusion of the horizons of the audience, the journalist, and the social and cultural context
of the event is of great importance. This element also emphasizes the journalist’s support for truth and the
prioritization of collective interests over individual interests to maintain the flow of information, as well as
supporting public participation in receiving news.
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