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Abstract

Despite the ontological significance of linguistic disclosure in philosophical
hermeneutics, contemporary scholarship has often overlooked the specific
mechanics through which language unveils the world. This article interrogates
these mechanics by synthesizing Hans-Georg Gadamer’s hermeneutics with Paul
Ricoeur’s theories of metaphor and translation, contending that the "background
horizon of the unsaid" - which varies fundamentally across linguistic traditions -
enables different languages to disclose distinct aspects of reality. Drawing on
Ricoeur’s concept of the radical "fold" (pli), I argue that the inexhaustible
complexity of the world exceeds the expressive capacity of any singular tongue,
thus necessitating that philosophy transcend its Eurocentric boundaries and
actively engage with non-Western traditions, particularly those as linguistically
distant as Chinese or Japanese. Such an engagement is not merely a philological
exercise but a philosophical necessity to encounter the "foundational hermeneutic
experience," which Jean Grondin identifies as the experience of the limits of
language. By grappling with untranslatable concepts akin to our treatment of
Logos or Arete, we stimulate our "linguistic imagination," fostering the ability to
perceive "likeness in difference." This process disrupts the naturalization of our
own worldviews and opens new conceptual horizons, similar to the
transformative impact of environmental or feminist discourses. Ultimately, the
task of comparative philosophy is redefined as a vital epistemic expansion: a
movement toward the borders of our own language to illuminate new ways of
being and thinking.
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1. Paul Ricceur (1913 - 2005)
2, radical fold
3. Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900 - 2002)
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1. John Sallis ( 1938 - 2023)
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NOTES

1. This conception of language is elaborated and defended by Gadamer. See Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Truth and Method, trans. Joel Weinsheimer and Donald G. Marshall, 2nd rev. ed. (New
York: Continuum, 2004), 453; Hans-Georg Gadamer, Warheit und Methode: Grundziige einer
philosophischen Hermeneutik (Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1990), 461.

2. See Gadamer, Truth and Method, 434; Warheit und Methode, 440.
3. See Gadamer, Truth and Method, 464; Warheit und Methode, 473.
4. John Sallis, On Translation (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002), 87.

5. See Paul Ricoeur, On Translation, trans. Eileen Brennan (New York: Routledge, 2006), 36; Paul
Ricoeur, Sur la traduction (Paris: Bayard, 2004), 64.

6. Ricoeur, On Translation, 30; Sur la traduction, 54.
7. See Ricoeur, On Translation, 31; Sur la traduction, 56.
8. Ricoeur, On Translation, 37; Sur la traduction, 66.

9. See Paul Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor: Multi-Disciplinary Studies in the Creation of Meaning
in Language, trans. Robert Czerny with Kathleen McLaughlin and John Costello, S. J. (London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975), 191-94; Paul Ricoeur, La métaphore vive (Paris: Editions du
Seuil, 1975), 208—11.

10. Paul Ricoeur, “The Metaphorical Process as Cognition, Imagination, and Feeling”, Critical
Inquiry 5 (1978): 143-59.

11.See Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor, 235; La métaphore vive, 253.

1. Jean Grondin (1955)
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12.Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor, 253; La métaphore vive, 270.
13.See Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor, 224-231; La métaphore vive, 240—49.

14.Brice Wachterhauser, “Getting it Right: Realism, Relativism, and Truth”, in The Cambridge
Companion to Gadamer, ed. Robert J. Dostal (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 74.

15.Jean Grondin, Sources of Hermeneutics (Albany: SUNY Press, 1995), 150.
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