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Abstract

In the contemporary era, social media have evolved beyond mere communication
platforms into a pivotal digital life-world, where socio-political realities are
discursively constructed, contested, and reified. This research investigates the
intricate configurations of Afghanistan’s collective identity within the Facebook
sphere, specifically focusing on the interpretive encounters of Afghan users with
external geopolitical stimuli. Grounded in the theoretical framework of Modern
Hermeneutics, the study employs Thematic Analysis to decipher the "horizons of
understanding" through which users negotiate the statements of foreign political
actors. The central problematic explores how these digital mediations interface with
national sovereignty, ethnic pluralism, and the dialectics of "Self and Other".The
findings elucidate that Afghan collective identity is not a static entity but a fluid and
contested construct, perpetually renegotiated through the lens of political autonomy
and anti-hegemonic resistance. Analysis reveals that ethnic narratives function as a
primary pre-understanding, significantly mediating the representation of national
identity and shaping the interpretive response to global power dynamics. While the
emergence of a "modern identity" - rooted in universal human values and critical
civic consciousness - is discernible among certain segments, it remains profoundly
entangled within entrenched structural fault lines. Ultimately, the study
demonstrates that in the face of external events, Afghan users fragment into distinct
interpretive communities, where the fusion of individual positionality and collective

memory dictates the trajectory of identity formation in the virtual realm.
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