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Abstract

Drawing upon Jirgen Habermas’s framework of critical
hermeneutics, this article investigates the possibility of understanding
and the critique of repressive power within Third World contexts,
specifically focusing on Afghanistan. In environments where political
and cultural hegemony instrumentalizes language and meaning for
the purposes of legitimation and social control, classical hermeneutics
remains insufficient for generating emancipatory understanding. This
study demonstrates that critical hermeneutics, through its negative
and dialectical approach, is capable of exposing systematically
distorted = communication, reconstructing the sphere of
communicative rationality, and facilitating a restricted yet critical
dialogue. Using Afghanistan as a localized case study, the article
illustrates an acute instance of "discursive closure" (frubastegi) and
repressive dominance. It argues that "writing from within the crisis" -
conceptualized as a hermeneutical act - serves as an effective
instrument for the critique of power and the a dvancement of an
emancipatory praxis. Ultimately, while delineating this theoretical
framework, the paper proposes new research horizons for analyzing
critical socio-political conditions in the Third World.
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