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Abstract

This article interrogates the pivotal role of hermeneutics and interpretive
understanding in the analysis of political phenomena and agency, posing a
fundamental inquiry into whether the political sphere can be reduced to a mere
constellation of rational decisions and quantifiable behaviors, or if political action
is invariably constituted within the hermeneutical horizons of historical,
linguistic, and cultural meanings. While dominant traditions in political science
remain tethered to empiricism and instrumental rationality, these paradigms often
prove inadequate in deciphering the nuanced, contextual layers of political praxis.
Political actions do not emerge in a vacuum; rather, they are manifested through
the textures of language, historical narratives, and identity formations, where
neglecting these horizons leads to a reductionist apprehension of the political. By
tracing the evolution of hermeneutics from textual exegesis to social action, this
study examines the contributions of Wilhelm Dilthey and Max Weber before
focusing on the philosophical hermeneutics of Hans-Georg Gadamer and Charles
Taylor. It specifically analyzes the "fusion of horizons," the historicity of
understanding, and the critique of methodological individualism. The central
thesis argues that an interpretive approach functions as a vital complement to
empirical methodologies, providing a profound horizon of political intelligibility
that is crucial for analyzing pluralistic societies and the dynamic interplay of
linguistic and cultural identities.
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1. Hermeneutics as Theoretical Resistance
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