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Abstract

In traditional paradigms, diplomacy is predominantly conceptualized as a
technical instrument for managing international relations and safeguarding
national interests. However, a hermeneutic approach reinterprets diplomacy
as a fundamental process of "meaning-making" and the "constitution of
mutual understanding." Drawing upon the philosophical hermeneutics of
Hans-Georg Gadamer, this article explores diplomacy as a "hermeneutic
experience." Within this realm, diplomacy is viewed not as a mechanical
technocracy, but as a dynamic process wherein identities and mutual
understandings are in a constant flux of redefinition. Utilizing a qualitative
and critical analysis of philosophical texts, with a particular focus on the
dialectic of question and answer, this research argues that diplomacy
transcends instrumental action. It is, instead, a form of "existential action"
at the core of which lie concepts such as the "fusion of horizons," the role
of "prejudices" (pre-understandings), and the authenticity of dialogue.
Ultimately, the paper contends that a hermeneutic turn in diplomatic theory
can redirect the impasses arising from subjective confrontations toward an
ontological understanding of international interactions.
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