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Abstract

The International Principles of Professional Ethics in Journalism
constitutes a seminal framework comprising ten fundamental tenets that
govern the synthesis, production, and dissemination of news within the
global media landscape. This research interrogates these ten principles
through the prism of philosophical hermeneutics, with a particular
emphasis on Hans-Georg Gadamer’s theoretical paradigm, evaluating the
charter across four analytical dimensions. By adopting a hermeneutic-
philosophical approach, the study underscores the established significance
of universal journalistic ethical codes, positing them as mechanisms for the
"fusion of horizons" (Horizontverschmelzung) across three primary
vectors: geographical, cultural, and the human agent. The findings
elucidate that the geographical horizon necessitates the convergence of
diverse national perspectives around shared values such as global peace,
international security, and justice. The cultural horizon facilitates the
integration of universal values including privacy, equality, and pluralism.
Furthermore, the human agent horizon focuses on the imperatives of
objectivity, precision, veracity, and balance, wherein the fusion of horizons
between the audience, the journalist, and the socio-cultural context of the
event is paramount. This dimension further emphasizes the journalist’s
commitment to truth and the transcendence of individual interests in favor
of the collective good to safeguard the free flow of information and

promote public participation in the news-gathering process.
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