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1. Heraclitus of Ephesus (c. 535 - ¢. 475 BCE)
2, Parmenides of Elea (c. 515 c. 450 BCE)
3. Zeno of Elea (c. 490 - c. 430 BCE)
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1. Gyorgy Lukécs (1885 - 1971)
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3. History and Class Consciousness (1923)
4. Marxism and Philosophy (1923)

3. Reification
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1. Superstructure

2, Karl Marx (1818 - 1883)

3. Antonio Gramsci (1891 - 1937)
4. Prison Notebooks
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1. Dialectic of Enlightenment, 1947
2. Culture Industry
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. The Reality of the Mass Media, 1995
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. Cultivation theory

. The Spiral of Silence

. Agenda-setting theory

. Edward S. Herman (1925 - 2017)

. Noam Chomsky (1928 - Present)

10, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media, 1988
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2. Communicative Action
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4. Orientalism, 1978

3. Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986)
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. Reflection

. Making inferences

. Recognition of assumptions
. Deduction

. Interpretation

. Evaluation of arguments
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. principles of non-contradiction
. Law of excluded middle

. reductio

. regress
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1. Michael Faraday (1791- 1867)
2, electrolysis

3, determining judgments

4, reflective judgments

3. Samuel Coleridge (1772 - 1834)
8. Biographia Literaria (1817)

7. Aids to Reflection (1825)
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2, Introduction to the Study of Philosophy
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3. A Short History of Free Thought
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1. Productive Scholarship in America

2, George Trumbull Ladd (1842-1921)

3. Elements of Physiological Psychology

4. Introduction to Philosophy

5. American Psychological Association (APA)
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1. Here are a few randomly chosen examples: Burbach, Matkin, and Fritz (2004), Wang
(2017), Von Colln-Appling and Giuliano (2017), Ryen (2020). There are some, such as Tan
(2017), who argue that there is a Confucian conception of critical thinking. Although
Confucius was born earlier than Socrates, arguably the modern concept of critical thinking is
very much based on the Anglo-European tradition. In any case, I propose that we can trace
critical thinking back to the Pre-Socratic philosophical tradition, which began before
Confucius.

2. Here are some papers endorsing the claim that Dewey introduced the term °‘critical
thinking’: Dixon et al. (2005), Buckley et al. (2015), Yilong and Jia (2023). The only exception
I could find was a philosophy blog post by Paul Raymont (Raymont, 2016), mentioning Thayer
and Ladd, whom I will discuss later in this paper.

3. According to Sassi (2018), there was little explicit methodological reflections concerning
epistemology among the first lonians (Thales, Anaximander, and Anaximenes) (p.111), but
she agreed that ‘the Presocratics’ inquiry adopts a critical attitude from the beginning’ (p.63).

4. The databases I have consulted include Google Books, The Internet Archive, The HathiTrust
Collection, The British Newspaper Archive at the British Library website, and Early English
Books online.

5. Dewey (1900) presented similar ideas, discussing reflection and the role of an ‘inquiring
and critical attitude’, but he did not use the term ‘critical thinking’ there.

6. Busby’s Lucretius (1815, p. 505).

7. Notices in the life of the Rev. Dr Smith of Washington, Pennsylvania, United States, America
(1845, p. 461).

8. Marlow’s (1877).

9.E. G. (1831, p. 493).

10. Two Mistakes (1892, p. 236).

11. See for example G.4. and J. S. (1879, p. 448) and Fischer (1883, p. 232).

12. See Merritt (2018) for insightful discussion of the constitutive and normative role of
reflection in Kant’s philosophy.

13. See for example Hume (1891, p. 9). George Trumbull Ladd is another example, to be
discussed below.

14. See Aherne (2018) for more detailed discussion of Coleridge’s influence on Dewey.

15. Based on statistics from the Google Books Ngram Viewer (assessed Sept 20,
2023). 1942 was the year when the term ‘critical thinking’ began to overtake
‘reflective thinking’ in frequency.

16. As reported by Ethics of Success (1893).

17. See Robertson (1899), p. 15 and p. 111.

18. Bryn Mawr College (1894, p. 84).

19. Oberlin Theological Seminary (1898, p. 29).
20. Fleming (1922), p.72.

21. Farrand (1899) contains a report of the conference.
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1. The Iron Cage

2, Max Weber (1864-1920)

3, Max Horkheimer (1895-1973)

4 Theodor W. Adorno (1903-1969)
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I. Colonization of the Lifeworld
2. Walt Whitman Rostow (1916-2003)
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. Social Evolutionism

. Structural Functionalism

. Auguste Comte (1798 - 1857)

. Herbert Spencer (1820 - 1903)

. Talcott Parsons (1902 - 1979)

. Action Theory

. AGIL (Adaptation, Goal Attainment, Integration, Latent Pattern Maintenance )
. Structural Differentiation

. Jean-Frangois Lyotard (1924 - 1998)
10, Metanarratives

1. Computerization of Society
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I, Legibility

2, James C. Scott (1936 - 2024)

3, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed, 1998
4 High Modernism
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I, Multiple Modernities
2, Shmuel Noah Eisenstadt (1923-2010)
3. Andrew Webster (1951-)
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2. Horizon of Understanding
3, Liquid Modernity
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Editorial Note by the Editor-in-Chief

Critical thinking serves as a way of being in the social wotld and goes beyond being a
cognitive skill or a specific way of logical reasoning. It is argued that critical thinking
functions as a path through which individuals learn to establish a conscious
relationship between belief and judgment, power and truth, and discourse and reality.
Using this form of thinking allows one to question taken-for-granted assumptions,
hold judgments, and analyze intellectual and social claims in the light of rationality
and responsibility. Serving beyond a mode, critical thinking represents a philosophical
and ethical stance toward the world and society, an approach that enables committed
understanding and informed decision-making,.

In the current times when social, political, and cultural relations are increasingly
constituted through discourse and forms of soft power, the absence of critical
thinking signifies an inability to discern the latent mechanisms of domination,
persuasion, and the shaping of consciousness. Lacking critical thinking would not
only make a society vulnerable to coercive forms of hard power but would also place
it susceptible in the face of compelling narratives, mythmaking, ideologies, and
intimidating exaggerations. Under such conditions, language functions as an
instrument for emotional mobilization, the exclusion of others, and the reproduction
of symbolic violence, rather than serving as a medium for understanding and dialogue.
Critical thinking constitutes a necessary condition for both development and
sustainability. Development, in the absence of critical rationality, devolves into
superficial imitation, intellectual consumerism, and structural instability. Similarly,
sustainability without the capacity for critique, reflexivity, and continuous reform risks
stagnation and inertia. In fact, only through critical thinking can a balanced and
considered relationship be established between tradition and innovation, identity and
change, and the local and the global, leading to a rational and responsible guidance of
human and social transformations.

In the social context of Afghanistan, where historical, political, and structural factors
have impeded equitable access to development and sustainability, the significance of
critical thinking becomes even more pronounced. We know that its absence has
created fertile ground for entanglement in ideological traps, various forms of
exaggeration, false dichotomies, and debilitating conflicts. An absence of a critical
approach in Afghanistan, rather than creating a space for rational analysis, has led to
rigid and unquestionable constructs, which is a condition that has led not to social
cohesion, but to intellectual decline and deep structural fragmentation.

Critical thinking, aside from being a negation of values or a confrontation with
tradition and heritage, enables their responsible reinterpretation and understanding.
A society that lacks the capacity to question itself is equally incapable of reform, and
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a soclety that forfeits its capacity for self-correction is inevitably ensnared in cycles of
recurring crises. This mode of thinking constitutes a precondition for meaningful
dialogue, the coexistence of differences, and the formation of shared horizons—a
dialogue whose aim is not only the exposure of deficiencies, but also the promotion
of sustainable human development grounded in communicative rationality.

Critical thinking functions as a systematic and dynamic process that skillfully engages
in conceptualization, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluative judgment of
tindings that emerge from observation, experience, reflection, or reasoning and that
expand the horizons of belief and action. This approach requires the cultivation of
fundamental intellectual virtues such as epistemic humility, openness in inquiry,
integrity in evaluation, and responsibility in enlightenment. The assumptions are that
no valuable achievement is attained without effort, and a productive intellectual
environment can only materialize when critical thinking is embedded at the
foundation of human relationships.

Critical thinking is the inquiry competency, the recognition of differences, and the
refinement of presumptions. This process begins with revisiting claims, identifying
ambiguities, and examining interpretations, and proceeds toward evaluation,
reasoning, and reflection. Eventually, critical thinking culminates in reconsideration
and informed decision-making, leading to the clarification, articulation, and
justification of intellectual positions. Going beyond gathering information, critical
thinking enables one to infer consequences and to solve problems through the
effective use of data. Such a capability facilitates the quest for reliable sources and
advances through rationalization and continuous self-correction, an approach that
both exposes fallacies and logical errors and fosters mutual understanding and
constructive action. This intellectual engagement is seamlessly linked to creativity.
Further, critical thinking and innovation are not opposite to each other; they are rather
complementary. For instance, critical thinking allows for evaluating and refining novel
ideas and enabling the practical realization of creativity.

Critical thinking is a foundational, multidisciplinary skill across both the domain of
knowledge and the sphere of action. The capacity for clear, disciplined, and
thoughtful understanding, accompanied by the systematic unraveling of complexities
and the analysis of data, serves as a structural framework for education, research, and
all professional domains.

In the present knowledge era, where the world is shaped by explosive transformations
and deep interconnectedness, being able to think critically is no longer a matter of
choice but an existential necessity for continuity and informed participation in the
shared cycle of life on our planet. Beyond refining language and enabling expression
to transcend basic conjecture, thinking critically provides the needed conditions for
enabling creativity. Thus, it is not just a problem-solving tool, but a foundation for
self-inquiry, the reexamination of values, and the making of thoughtful decisions.
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Finally, critical thinking constitutes the foundation of knowledge and the very essence
of intellectual freedom. The coherence and durability of knowledge depend upon the
critical application of reason in the testing of theories, just as intellectual freedom
requires the emergence of self-governing and questioning agents. Such actions help
one identify and overcome biases, liberate their thinking from the dominance of
illusion, so that their judgments regarding significant social transformations emerge
not from habit, but from a sense of responsible awareness.

Let us recover a spirit of perseverance and intellectual rigor. Doing so will equip us
with the tools necessary to confront a complex world, to challenge presuppositions,
and to apprehend the truth. At its core, critical thinking is a confrontation with the
enchantment of rigid dogmatism that has contaminated our lives with
misunderstanding and conceptual misguidance.

In this issue, the Nebras academic research quarterly primarily focuses on critical
thinking. Respected contributors have each approached the subject from a distinct
perspective, opening new horizons through philosophical, social, and analytical
trameworks. The diversity of viewpoints is not indicative of fragmentation; it rather
reflects the vitality of inquiry and the openness of the discursive horizon. We hope
that this issue contributes to revitalizing the ethos of critical thinking across various
layers of society and provides the foundation for a responsible, multidimensional, and
tfuture-oriented dialogue, an engagement, aiming for the realization of communicative
rationality and dialogical reasoning,.
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Critical Thinking: Reflective
Thinking or Thinking Reflectively?

Sayed Hussain Eshraq’

Abstract

In contemporary thought, critical thinking goes beyond a basic cognitive skill and
represents an ontological and dialectical condition, wherein consciousness seeks not
mastery but continual self-recognition in relation to the world. This study argues that
the authentic realization of critical thinking depends on a discursive dialogue between
two dimensions: the “thinking of thought,” involving logical evaluation of arguments,
and the “thought of thinking”, involving reflexive critique of presuppositions and
historical situatedness. Neglecting the latter reduces thought to instrumental
rationality, risking epistemic passivity in today’s data-driven environment. Thus,
critical thinking aims not at definitive judgment but at reflective pause amid
interpretive plurality, sustaining an open engagement with truth. In sum, critical
thinking is an existential stance that resists taken-for-granted assumptions and frames
critique as an ongoing movement toward epistemic self-determination.

Keywords: Reflective thinking, thinking reflectively, hermeneutic reflexivity, critical
thinking, autonomous epistemology, questionability, realistic occurrence
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Emancipation and Domination in Critical Theory:
A Conceptual Analysis

Mohammad Qasim Wafayezada Ph.D.!

Abstract

Critical Theory constitutes one of the most influential intellectual traditions in
contemporary social and political thought. Characterized by its Neo-Marxist origins,
this paradigm is distinguished by a dual commitment to the critique of structural
domination and the pursuit of human emancipation. Rooted in the philosophical
legacies of Immanuel Kant, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud, this approach was
systematically developed within the Frankfurt School. Unlike traditional and positivist
theories that restrict themselves to a neutral description or explanation of social reality,
Critical Theory analyzes knowledge in continuous relation to power dynamics,
ideology, and socio-historical conditions. Within this framework, “critique” is
conceptualized not merely as an abstract theoretical evaluation, but as a continuous,
emancipatory effort to unveil the hidden mechanisms of domination across economic,
political, cultural, and media spheres. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and
focusing on the foundational concepts of “domination” and “emancipation”, this article
examines the historical and intellectual evolution of Critical Theory. It first elucidates
the emergence of this tradition as a critique of positivist rationality and the failures of
modernity, and subsequently examines the perspectives of foundational Frankfurt
School theorists—specifically Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, and Habermas—
regarding the new modalities of control in modern society. The critique of the culture
industry, Gramsci’s concept of cultural hegemony, Habermas's theory of
communicative action, and the role of mass media in reproducing consciousness and
legitimizing the status quo constitute the core analytical axes of this study.
Furthermore, the paper evaluates the intersections and conceptual tensions between
Critical Theory and contemporary currents such as feminism, post-colonialism, and
structuralism. The article concludes that despite enduring critiques, and in light of
contemporary technological advancements that have rendered the mechanisms of
control more complex and profound, Critical Theory remains an indispensable and
highly efficient analytical framework for deciphering the active dynamics of
domination in the contemporary world and defending human agency, critical
consciousness, and emancipation.

Keywords: Critical Theory, Frankfurt School, emancipation, domination, culture
industry, communicative action, scientific positivism, feminism, post-colonialism,
structuralism.
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Media and the Problematic of Reimagining Thought:
A Critical Rereading of the Confluences Between the
Frankfurt School and Cultural Studies

Dr. Sayeed Ebrahim Darwishean' & Khairuddin Rahmani

Abstract

This article aims to re-conceptualize the notion of the reproduction of thought in
contemporary media by examining the theoretical linkage between the Frankfurt
School’s critical theory and the Birmingham tradition of Cultural Studies. Drawing
upon the concept of the culture industry developed by Theodor Adorno and Max
Horkheimer, alongside Stuart Hall’s encoding/decoding model, the study argues that
mainstream media function not merely as institutions reflecting reality but as active
mechanisms of meaning production and ideological orientation of social
consciousness. Methodologically, the research adopts an analytical-theoretical review
and conceptual synthesis of existing scholarship within critical media theory. The
findings indicate that contemporary media construct a “closed loop of consent” through
the standardization of language, ideological framing of events, hierarchical valuation
of human suffering, and the rationalization of violence. Within this process, audiences
appear free while their interpretive horizons remain structured by pre-encoded
frameworks of meaning. Consequently, thought is not generated as an autonomous
intellectual practice but reproduced within a preconfigured communicative cycle. At
the same time, integrating Frankfurt School theory with Cultural Studies demonstrates
that media systems are not entirely closed structures, as negotiated and oppositional
readings remain possible for audiences. However, such forms of resistance are largely
contained within hegemonic boundaries. The study concludes that contemporary
media should be understood not merely as instruments of information dissemination
but as an industry of consciousness—a system that simultaneously produces meaning,
regulates the horizon of thinking, and reproduces global ideological order.

Keywords: Reproduction of thought, culture industry, media hegemony,
encoding / decoding, media and power.
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Critical Thinking in Climate Change: An Educational
and Analytical Approach

Tafsira Hashemi, Ph.D.!

Abstract

This paper examines the pivotal role of critical thinking in addressing climate change
complexities and advancing sustainable development within vulnerable environmental
systems. It highlights the efficacy of case studies as pedagogical tools to cultivate this
cognitive capacity. Given the interdisciplinary and socio-scientific nature of climate
issues, stakeholders must adeptly analyze empirical data, detect cognitive biases, and
evaluate trade-offs across environmental, economic, and social domains. Through
active learning and engagement with real-world scenarios, case studies foster
independent, evidence-based decision-making. This approach is paramount where
policy choices bypass rigorous scientific scrutiny, risking irreversible socio-economic
repercussions. Exemplifying this, Sri Lanka's abrupt transition to organic agriculture
and the premature closure of the Indian Point nuclear plant in the United States
demonstrate how ideologically driven policies, detached from scientific evidence,
induce economic instability and disrupt livelihood security. The imperative for critical
analysis is further amplified in highly climate-vulnerable, resource-constrained
contexts like Afghanistan. Characterized by fragile ecosystems and severe livelihood
dependence on natural resources, Afghanistan faces compounding crises—including
prolonged droughts, water scarcity, soil erosion, and flash floods—which directly
undermine economic stability and human development. This article argues that
integrating localized case studies focused on Afghanistan’s empirical challenges (e.g.,
hydro-politics, reforestation, and climate adaptation) can significantly enhance the
critical thinking skills of students, researchers, and policymakers. Ultimately,
cultivating critical thinking through empirical case analysis constitutes a fundamental
prerequisite for designing equitable, resilient, and sustainable climate policies in
vulnerable nations.

Keywords: Critical thinking, climate change, sustainable development, environmental
education, climate governance, case study, Afghanistan.
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Algorithmic Governance and Critical

Engagement in Digital Platforms

A. Basir Mesbah'

Abstract

In the era of algorithmic governance, content flows on social media are managed,
ranked, and filtered by complex algorithms composed of diverse rules and signals. The
unregulated expansion of these systems has raised concerns about their impact on
individual and collective well-being, as well as their broader political and social
implications. These technologies significantly shape users’ experiences, behaviors,
preferences, and interactions, producing long-term cognitive effects—particularly as
users are frequently exposed to content aligned with their existing beliefs. Such
patterns reinforce social, ideological, and political polarization and may contribute to
the reproduction of digital inequalities. In this context, critical thinking emerges as an
essential cognitive and analytical skill for evaluating information and identifying
biases. The findings suggest that although escaping algorithmic influence is inevitable,
conscious resistance is possible, as long as critical thinking remains the core. This
relationship rests on three key dimensions: resisting informational bias, evaluating
content critically, and enabling a shift from passive consumption to informed
engagement. Those who are equipped with critical awareness do not uncritically
absorb messages; instead, they actively assess sources, interpret linguistic framing, and
recognize dominant narratives, thereby engaging with digital content in an informed
and independent manner.

Keywords: critical thinking, algorithmic governance, content reading, social
networks, misinformation, social polarization, digital consumption
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Revisiting the origin of critical thinking'

English original text: Joe Y. F. Lau?

Persian translation by: Makarim Dariosh 3

Abstract

There are two popular views regarding the origin of critical thinking: (1) The concept
of critical thinking began with Socrates and his Socratic method of questioning. (2)
The term “critical thinking” was first introduced by John Dewey in 1910 in his book
How We Think. This paper argues that both claims are incorrect. Firstly, critical
reflection was a distinguishing characteristic of the Presocratic philosophers, setting
them apart from earlier traditions. Therefore, they should be recognized as even earlier
pioneers of critical thinking. Secondly, John Dewey not only used the term ‘critical
thinking’ before 1910, but there were also other authors who used it before him. The
meaning of ‘critical thinking” at the turn of the twentieth century was shaped by various
traditions of linguistic usage, including literary criticism, science and medicine, and
Kantian philosophy.

Keywords: Critical thinking, reflective thinking, presocratic philosophy, Kant,
Coleridge, Dewey
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Critical Thinking: Philosophical Foundations and
Educational and Social Applications

Gulab Shah Amani, Ph.D.!

Abstract

Critical thinking is among the most fundamental modes of reflecting and thinking,
guiding the mind from the unbiased acceptance of information toward analysis,
evaluation, and reasoned judgment. This study aims to clarify the philosophical
foundations of critical thinking and to examine its educational and social applications.
The research adopts a descriptive—analytical method based on documentary sources.
The findings indicate that critical thinking rests upon four principal foundations:
epistemological, logical, methodological, and ethical. These foundations make it
possible for balanced, reason-based, and informed judgment and, as essential pillars of
evaluative inquiry, contribute to epistemic coherence and to the rigor of argumentation.
In education, critical thinking facilitates a shift from rote-learning, memory-based
instruction to thinking-oriented learning, fundamentally redefining the roles of teacher
and learner. In the social sphere, this approach promotes public awareness, strengthens
rational dialogue, reduces prejudice, and enhances social responsibility. In short,
critical thinking serves beyond a skill but as a mode of rational existence that moves
individuals from intellectual passivity to conscious and responsible actors.

Keywords: Keywords: Learning-centered education, ethical thoughts, -critical
thinking, critical rationality, philosophy of education, social action, epistemology.
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Rationalizing Development or Developing Rationality?
A Hermeneutical Interrogation of Modernization’s
Failed Waves in Afghanistan

Sayed Abdul Samad Moshtaq, Ph.D.!
Mohammad Nateqji?

Abstract

Grounded in functionalist sociology and Cold War geopolitics, modernization theory
conceptualized development as a linear and deterministic process modeled on Western
historical experience. Anchored in positivist rationality, it elevated Western
trajectories of social change into a universal normative standard, framing development
as a globally applicable imperative rather than a historically contingent process. From
a hermeneutical perspective, this article argues that modernization theory functions as
an epistemic regime that structures the interpretation of history, organizes relations of
power, and defines the conditions of socio-political possibility. Within this framework,
the shift from teleological to instrumental rationality—moving from the question of
“why” to “how”—reconfigures the nexus between knowledge, power, and human
agency, thereby redefining development as a mode of structuring and governing
historical possibilities rather than a purely technical or economic process. The article
further contends that the recurrent failure of modernization in peripheral contexts stems
from the imposition of exogenous models that disregard local historical formations,
social structures, and semantic horizons of meaning. This disjuncture has produced
persistent patterns of social fragmentation, crises of political legitimacy, and structural
dependency. Drawing on critical theory, the study examines the Afghan experience as
a critical case, arguing that Afghanistan’s impasse reflects not merely
underdevelopment, but a deeper crisis of institutional rationality and state formation.
Weak state structures, fragmented sovereignty, entrenched tribal configurations,
educational fragility, and the absence of sustained traditions of critical inquiry have
collectively undermined processes of institutional modernization. The article
concludes that the Afghan predicament is fundamentally rooted in a crisis of
interpretation concerning development, statechood, and modernity, thereby requiring a
critical reassessment of the epistemic foundations of modernization theory itself.

Keywords: Modernization theory, development, instrumental rationality,
hermeneutics, critical theory, Afghanistan, state formation, epistemic regime.
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Critical Thinking in Foreign Policy:
A Framework for Crisis Management

Said Mohammad Taqi Mosavi, Ph.D.!

Abstract

This study investigates the role of critical thinking in the analysis and management of
international crises and proposes a framework for improving decision-making in
foreign policies. In a context where international crises are characterized by
uncertainty, complexity, and time pressure, policymakers’ decisions are often
constrained by cognitive and informational limitations. This study uses bounded
rationality and the concept of satisficing as a theoretical framework, while also giving
particular attention to the influence of cognitive biases and a focus on confirmation
bias on decision-making processes. Using a qualitative methodology based on
conceptual-analytical inquiry, drawing on literature and archival analysis. The findings
indicate that critical thinking enhances one’s capacity to identify and assess risks,
analyze data, and anticipate consequences. It also allows for calculating the effects of
cognitive errors and group pressures, which is expected to improve the quality of
decision-making in the management of international crises. However, institutional
constraints, political pressures, and the inherent complexity of crises pose substantial
challenges to the effective application of this approach. Briefly, the study presents
critical thinking as an effective analytical framework for enhancing the efficiency and
effectiveness of decision-making in foreign policy.

Keywords: Decision-making, critical thinking, cognitive bias, limited rationality,
foreign policy, crisis management
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A Critical Reading of Habermas’s Project and the
Question of Emancipation

Javid Rahil!

Abstract

This paper uses a dialectical approach to offer a reconstructive reading of Jiirgen
Habermas’s thought within the continuity and limits of critical theory, focusing on the
tension between rationality, domination, and emancipation. The central question is
whether “communicative rationality” possesses the capacity to break from the
totalizing dominance of “instrumental rationality” and the instrumental rationalization
of society, or whether it is itself absorbed into the reproduction of structures of
domination. Drawing on Marx’s critique of the commodity form and fetishism, as well
as the genealogy of the Dialectic of Enlightenment in early Frankfurt School thought,
the study shows how Habermas, through his paradigmatic distinction between
“system” and “living world,” overcomes the ontological pessimism of his predecessors
and locates emancipatory potential within the immanent, learning capacities of
modernity. However, the paper critically argues that the “colonization of the living
world” by the imperatives of power and capital undermines the viability of this
normative framework. It concludes that emancipation within modernity depends on a
dialectical synthesis between “undistorted communicative action” and concrete
transformations in the material and institutional structures of society.

Keywords: Critical theory, Jurgen Habermas, communicative rationality, instrumental
rationality, emancipation, modernity, living world
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