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Abstract

Grounded in functionalist sociology and Cold War geopolitics,
modernization theory conceptualized development as a linear and
deterministic process modeled on Western historical experience.
Anchored in positivist rationality, it elevated Western trajectories
of social change into a universal normative standard, framing
development as a globally applicable imperative rather than a
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Research Article historically contingent process. From a hermeneutical perspective,
this article argues that modernization theory functions as an

Article History: epistemic regime that structures the interpretation of history,
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Published: 2026-06-21 of “why” to “how”—reconfigures the nexus between knowledge,
power, and human agency, thereby redefining development as a
mode of structuring and governing historical possibilities rather
than a purely technical or economic process. The article further
contends that the recurrent failure of modernization in peripheral

contexts stems from the imposition of exogenous models that
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disregard local historical formations, social structures, and
semantic horizons of meaning. This disjuncture has produced
persistent patterns of social fragmentation, crises of political
legitimacy, and structural dependency. Drawing on critical theory,
the study examines the Afghan experience as a critical case,
arguing that Afghanistan’s impasse reflects not merely
underdevelopment, but a deeper crisis of institutional rationality
and state formation. Weak state structures, fragmented sovereignty,
entrenched tribal configurations, educational fragility, and the
absence of sustained traditions of critical inquiry have collectively
undermined processes of institutional modernization. The article
concludes that the Afghan predicament is fundamentally rooted in
a crisis of interpretation concerning development, statechood, and
modernity, thereby requiring a critical reassessment of the
epistemic foundations of modernization theory itself.
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