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Critical Theory constitutes one of the most influential intellectual traditions in
contemporary social and political thought. Characterized by its Neo-Marxist
origins, this paradigm is distinguished by a dual commitment to the critique of
structural domination and the pursuit of human emancipation. Rooted in the
philosophical legacies of Immanuel Kant, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud, this
approach was systematically developed within the Frankfurt School. Unlike
traditional and positivist theories that restrict themselves to a neutral description
or explanation of social reality, Critical Theory analyzes knowledge in continuous
relation to power dynamics, ideology, and socio-historical conditions. Within this
framework, “critique” is conceptualized not merely as an abstract theoretical
evaluation, but as a continuous, emancipatory effort to unveil the hidden
mechanisms of domination across economic, political, cultural, and media
spheres. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and focusing on the
foundational concepts of “domination” and “emancipation”, this article examines
the historical and intellectual evolution of Critical Theory. It first elucidates the
emergence of this tradition as a critique of positivist rationality and the failures of
modernity, and subsequently examines the perspectives of foundational Frankfurt
School theorists — specifically Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, and Habermas —
regarding the new modalities of control in modern society. The critique of the
culture industry, Gramsci’s concept of cultural hegemony, Habermas's theory of
communicative action, and the role of mass media in reproducing consciousness
and legitimizing the status quo constitute the core analytical axes of this study.
Furthermore, the paper evaluates the intersections and conceptual tensions
between Critical Theory and contemporary currents such as feminism, post-
colonialism, and structuralism. The article concludes that despite enduring
critiques, and in light of contemporary technological advancements that have
rendered the mechanisms of control more complex and profound, Critical Theory
remains an indispensable and highly efficient analytical framework for
deciphering the active dynamics of domination in the contemporary world and
defending human agency, critical consciousness, and emancipation.
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2. Karl Korsch (1886 - 1961)

3. History and Class Consciousness (1923)
4, Marxism and Philosophy (1923)

5. Reification

¢, Emancipation
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