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Abstract

This study seeks to critically interrogate the “tragedy of power in the
post-truth condition” and to re-examine the changing relationship
among power, truth, and ethics in the contemporary age. By the tragedy
of power, the study refers to the paradoxical condition in which power,
even as it expands its technological, communicative, and regulatory
capacities, increasingly confronts a crisis of meaning, the erosion of
normative horizons, and the weakening of the constitutive relationship
between knowledge and virtue. The central problem of this inquiry is to
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devoted to the process through which the autonomy of ethical and
normative horizons is progressively subordinated to the imperatives of
profitability, efficiency, optimization, and calculability. The study
further examines the role of mechanisms of dehumanization in the
reconfiguration of the social and political lifeworld, emphasizing the
ways in which technologically mediated systems of power reshape both
human subjectivity and the conditions of collective existence. Alongside
an examination of the structures of functional nihilism, this inquiry
addresses the phenomenon of the radical politicization of truth—a
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condition in which truth itself becomes transformed within the logic of
discursive competition, while the political sphere is increasingly
constituted as an arena of affective mobilization, identity-based
polarization, and the continual reproduction of symbolic antagonisms.
Under such conditions, the possibility of rational dialogue and the
broader horizon of civilizational reason are progressively marginalized,
generating a form of structural closure within international relations that
constrains the emergence of emancipatory forms of political and social
action. Finally, by analyzing the reproduction of identity-based tensions
within contemporary communicative environments, this study argues for
the necessity of an “existential turn” in our understanding of the
relationship among power, ethics, and the human condition. Within this
framework, a renewed engagement with virtue-oriented agency and a
transition toward a paradigm of “capability in relation to the Other” are
proposed as possible horizons for safeguarding ethical and civilizational
life in the twenty-first century. Such a reorientation calls for moving
beyond conceptions of power grounded primarily in domination,
instrumental calculation, and control, toward an understanding of human
capability founded upon relationality, ethical responsibility, recognition
of the Other, and the preservation of the conditions necessary for
meaningful collective existence.
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Additional Protocol I (1977, Art. 51(3)) outlines these protections. These rules reflect customary
international law (International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], 2005, pp. 3-8; U.S.
Department of the Navy, 2017, § 8.3). All treaty texts and customary rules can be accessed
through the /CRC IHL Databases (https://ihl-databases.icrc.org).
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