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Abstract

The rapid expansion of generative artificial intelligence (Al) is
. reshaping information production and dissemination and,
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Articl consequently, the configuration of power in global politics. The

divergent strategies of the United States and China, the European
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examines how the shift from smart power to algorithmic power is
transforming the mechanisms of power in international relations
and what trajectories may ensue. Using thematic analysis, the study
finds that algorithmic systems convert traditional sources of power
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into data-driven power, concentrating the capacity to accumulate
and control massive datasets within organizations that govern
access to users and digital infrastructures, while positioning
technology networks as consequential new actors. Scenario
analysis points to competing possibilities: states capable of
establishing Al standards may shape global norms, while
technological cooperation or intensified geopolitical rivalry may
redefine the international order; simultaneously, private technology
corporations may acquire authority extending beyond conventional
state power. The study concludes that grounding Al governance in
shared human values and ethical responsibility, rather than its
instrumentalization for power and national security, is crucial to
mitigating global risks; otherwise, algorithmic power may deepen
asymmetries and regulatory gaps in global governance.
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