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The rapid expansion of new media has shifted the public sphere
from traditional political representations to algorithm-driven
platforms. This research aims to analyze the dual function of new
both (curbing
negative (facilitating  digital

media—encompassing positive  aspects
authoritarianism)  and
totalitarianism)—as well as the contextual role of political
structures in shaping these functions. In terms of nature and
methodology, this study is a qualitative, comparative systematic
review based on thematic analysis. Through a structured review of
research literature and authoritative documents from international
databases, textual data were extracted, cited, and subjected to
thematic analysis using coding matrices. Although critical
literature warns against reducing political issues to technological
solutionism, the findings indicate that the positive function of
media operates through mechanisms that enhance transparency,
facilitate accountability, and foster "networked counter-power."

Conversely, the negative function primarily manifests through

ones

mechanisms such as filter bubbles and echo chambers, "spin
dictatorships," the organized manipulation of social networks, and
the intensification of repression and smart algorithmic surveillance.
Comparative analysis reveals that in democratic systems, the
primary harm posed by algorithms is the deepening of selective
polarization and the internal erosion of institutions; in hybrid and
competitive authoritarian systems, algorithms are employed by the
ruling power to engineer electoral contests and manipulate public
opinion; and in non-democratic regimes, digital tools transform
into platforms for the spread of "digital unfreedom" and smart state
repression—a process also shaped by the level of public acceptance
of surveillance. Consequently, new media do not possess an
inherently emancipatory or oppressive nature; rather, their
functional orientation is determined by their political ecology.
Curbing modern authoritarianism requires a re-examination of
algorithmic governance, the fostering of transparency in
recommendation systems, and a structural redesign of platform
architectures.
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2, Digital Unfreedom
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