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This study aims to examine the mediating role of civil
institutions in fostering political development within
contemporary network governance frameworks. The core
premise posits that, despite its participatory claims, network
governance is susceptible to technocratic depoliticization
and latent hegemony in the absence of counter-power
agency. Employing a qualitative approach and utilizing the
meta-synthesis method (based on the seven-step model of
Sandelowski and Barroso), this research analyzes 42 peer-
reviewed scholarly documents published between 2005 and
2026. The document selection process adhered to the
PRISMA protocol, and quality assessment was conducted
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using the CASP tool, with a Holsti’s coefficient of agreement
(0.86) confirming the reliability of the findings. The results
demonstrate that political development is the outcome of a
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dialectical synthesis between the “rigid network structure”
Civil counter-power, and the “agency of civic counter-power.” Within this
Network governance, framework, counter-power is conceptualized as the
Political affirmative capacity of civil institutions to reconfigure
development, power relations, thereby preventing the co-optation of civil
Mediating role, society into the governance apparatus through critical
Qualitative meta- mediation. The final findings indicate that the mediating role

of civil institutions fosters political development only if
these institutions—by preserving their epistemic and
organizational autonomy—transition from a state of
“negative resistance” to “affirmative counter-power” and
exert a meaningful influence on policy-making processes.

synthesis, Dialectical
synthesis
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2, Structural Determinism
3, Agentic Voluntarism
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