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Abstract

The formation, consolidation, reproduction, and collapse of political orders are
among the fundamental concerns of political and social theory. A significant body
of political and social theory, particularly the work of Michel Foucault, focuses on
the interplay between power and discourse, the production of knowledge, regimes
of truth, processes of normalization, and resistance to analyze how power operates,
offering a dynamic framework for understanding its functioning. From this
perspective, power is not exercised solely through direct coercion; rather, it
permeates everyday life and reproduces itself through institutions, knowledge,
classifications, and discourses. Power and discourse are mutually constitutive and
reinforcing, contributing to each other’s production and reproduction while shaping
social contexts, organizations, and channels of power. Foucault’s views on power
and the role of discourse have had a profound and far-reaching influence on the
study of power. Nevertheless, through a critical examination of Foucault’s theories,
this article investigates the power—discourse nexus's capacity to explain the
formation of political order and social organization, as well as its interaction with
fundamental social values and norms of truth, justice, and legitimacy. Focusing on
societies experiencing political instability and internal conflict, marked by political
ruptures and even historical discontinuities, the author argues that the power—
discourse framework alone is insufficient to account for the dynamics of continuity
and change, and the emergence of political stability and order. The article therefore
contends that understanding power and discourse in plural and politically unstable
societies, particularly those experiencing recurrent political ruptures, requires a
dynamic, multi-source framework for analyzing how power operates
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