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This paper uses a dialectical approach to offer a reconstructive
reading of Jirgen Habermas’s thought within the continuity and
limits of critical theory, focusing on the tension between rationality,
domination, and emancipation. The central question is whether
“communicative rationality” possesses the capacity to break from
the totalizing dominance of “instrumental rationality” and the
instrumental rationalization of society, or whether it is itself
absorbed into the reproduction of structures of domination.
Drawing on Marx’s critique of the commodity form and fetishism,
as well as the genealogy of the Dialectic of Enlightenment in early
Frankfurt School thought, the study shows how Habermas, through
his paradigmatic distinction between “system” and “living world,”
overcomes the ontological pessimism of his predecessors and
locates emancipatory potential within the immanent, learning
capacities of modernity. However, the paper critically argues that
the “colonization of the living world” by the imperatives of power
and capital undermines the viability of this normative framework.
It concludes that emancipation within modernity depends on a
dialectical synthesis between “undistorted communicative action”
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and concrete transformations in the material and institutional
structures of society.
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