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This study investigates the role of critical thinking in the analysis and
management of international crises and proposes a framework for
improving decision-making in foreign policies. In a context where
international crises are characterized by uncertainty, complexity, and
time pressure, policymakers’ decisions are often constrained by
cognitive and informational limitations. This study uses bounded
rationality and the concept of satisficing as a theoretical framework,
while also giving particular attention to the influence of cognitive
biases and a focus on confirmation bias on decision-making
processes. Using a qualitative methodology based on conceptual-
analytical inquiry, drawing on literature and archival analysis. The
findings indicate that critical thinking enhances one’s capacity to
identify and assess risks, analyze data, and anticipate consequences.
It also allows for calculating the effects of cognitive errors and group
pressures, which is expected to improve the quality of decision-
making in the management of international crises. However,
institutional constraints, political pressures, and the inherent
complexity of crises pose substantial challenges to the effective
application of this approach. Briefly, the study presents critical
thinking as an effective analytical framework for enhancing the
efficiency and effectiveness of decision-making in foreign policy.
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