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. Will to power

. State of Exception
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. bare life

. Homo Sacer
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.Samuel P. Huntington (1927-2008)
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. The decline (or waning) of Eros
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I, Mass Self-Communication
2, Algorithmic Governance
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I, Filter bubbles
2. and echo chambers
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2, Digital Authoritarianism
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Editorial Note by the Editor-in-Chief

In the contemporary world, the ontology of power is undergoing a profound
transformation. Power no longer manifests itself solely through the visible exercise of
military force or the accumulation of material resources; it also operates through the
constitutive structures of discourse within which social experience is interpreted and
collective reality is made intelligible. Power, in this sense, is not merely an external
and observable force but an internal, structural, and institutionalized dimension of the
social world. Through language, symbols, and narratives, it shapes epistemic and
cultural horizons, consolidates norms and conventions, and participates in the
reproduction of hegemonic structures.

This special issue of the quarterly journal NEBRAS approaches this problem through
the ontological entanglement of discourse and power. It seeks to illuminate the less
visible mechanisms through which words, images, and narratives do not simply
represent reality but participate in its constitution. By penetrating the cognitive and
perceptual horizons through which individuals and societies apprehend the world,
discursive formations can simultaneously reproduce structural and cultural
inequalities and open possibilities for critical reflection and transformation.
Discourse, therefore, is not reducible to a collection of words, linguistic conventions,
or communicative rules. It is a complex configuration of knowledge, practice, and
power through which the boundaries between truth and falsehood, legitimacy and
invalidity, and the natural and the socially constructed are established, regulated, and
contested.

The darker dimension of discourse emerges when language and symbolic forms
become instruments of hegemony and domination. Under such conditions, discourse
renders historically contingent arrangements natural, necessary, and inevitable,
thereby narrowing the horizon of social possibility and constraining the imagination
of alternatives. Ideologies penetrate the cognitive and affective dimensions of social
existence and generate interpretive frameworks within which injustice may cease to
appear as a contingent and transformable condition and instead be experienced as
destiny. Through such processes of symbolic and cognitive naturalization, socially
constructed concepts and historically contingent norms acquire the appearance of self-
evident legitimacy, while the capacity for questioning, dissent, and critical agency is
progressively diminished.

Contemporary Afghanistan offers a particularly stark manifestation of the
entanglement of physical and discursive domination: a condition in which the exercise
of power over bodies is intertwined with the control of language, meaning, and the
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very possibility of articulating social reality. The systematic exclusion of women,
minorities, and dissenting voices from the public sphere is not merely a political or
social phenomenon; it also constitutes a form of “discursive terror” insofar as it
deprives those excluded of meaningful participation in the production of meaning, the
articulation of collective narratives, and the definition of social reality. The ruling
establishment, through its monopolization of quasi-religious and tradition-bound
discourses and the continual reproduction of cognitive patterns centered on obedience
and submission, employs education as a means of shaping the consciousness of a new
generation. Within such a framework, deprivation and obedience may be represented
not as contingent consequences of a particular political order, but as natural—and even
virtuous—conditions of social existence. Consequently, questioning and the
emergence of critical self-consciousness encounter constraints from the earliest stages
of socialization, while collective consciousness is progressively oriented toward the
normalization of limitation and the acceptance of social and cultural erosion as
ordinary and inevitable.

It is precisely within this context that the emancipatory potential of discourse becomes
visible. Discourse can serve as a medium of empowerment, shared understanding,
critical dialogue, and the pursuit of social justice. Language and narrative need not
merely reproduce existing relations of domination; they can also create spaces for the
formation of collective consciousness, the cultivation of critical thought, the
development of reflexive awareness, and the reconsideration of established norms.
Discourse can enable individuals and communities to reimagine relations of justice,
cultivate intercultural dialogue, strengthen ethical and social capacities, and subject
prevailing configurations of power to sustained critical scrutiny. In this sense,
discourse is intrinsically ambivalent: it can reproduce domination, yet it can also
generate the conditions of critique, resistance, and emancipation.

The contributors to this special issue have sought, through critical examination of the
relationship among language, mind, and society, to illuminate the mechanisms
through which language becomes entangled with power in the production of meaning,
the formation of perception, and the organization of social relations. From this
perspective, language cannot be regarded as a neutral medium of communication. It
is itself a site in which power is constituted, exercised, negotiated, and contested.
Within this discursive field, social reality acquires meaning, the boundaries of the
possible and the impossible are drawn, and asymmetrical relations may be stabilized
and reproduced. Yet language also retains the capacity to open spaces for critique,
dialogue, dissent, and the emergence of alternative horizons of possibility.
Accordingly, this special issue draws upon social philosophy, philosophical
anthropology, critical theory, media and communication studies, and human rights



NEBRAS, Issue 14, 2026 Special Issue: The Discourse of Power 285

scholarship to render complex theoretical questions accessible without compromising
their intellectual depth. For the recognition of the concealed mechanisms of power
constitutes a precondition for their critique and, consequently, for the possibility of
transformation. Social awakening, in this sense, signifies more than the accumulation
of information or an increase in awareness. It entails the capacity to perceive,
interrogate, and critically disclose the structures embedded in language,
consciousness, and everyday social relations—structures that often remain invisible
precisely because they present themselves as self-evident, ordinary, and
unquestionable.

This issue of NEBRAS is therefore an invitation to reconsider the relationship among
language, power, and society: to ask how discourses are constituted and acquire
authority; how certain voices are granted the conditions of audibility while others are
marginalized, silenced, or rendered invisible; and how language can function
simultaneously as an instrument of domination and as a terrain of resistance.

Within this horizon, the study of the discourse of power becomes a pathway toward
understanding how meaning is produced, how social relations are constituted, and
how structures of domination are reproduced, negotiated, or challenged. Language, in
this sense, exceeds its conventional function as a medium of expression. It becomes a
contested field in which struggles over meaning, truth, identity, recognition, and
power are continuously enacted. To study discourse, therefore, is not merely to
examine what societies say about themselves; it is to inquire into how societies come
to know, interpret, legitimize, exclude, and ultimately govern themselves.
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The Tragedy of Power in the Post-Truth Sphere

Sayed Hussain Eshraq!

Abstract

This study critically interrogates the “tragedy of power in the post-truth condition”,
re-examining the shifting nexus of power, truth, and ethics. By the tragedy of power,
we designate the paradox wherein expanding technological, communicative, and
regulatory capacities coincide with a crisis of meaning, the erosion of normative
horizons, and the severing of knowledge from virtue. This transformation is examined
within a historical order shaped by instrumental rationality. Employing critical
discourse analysis and a genealogical framework, the study traces power's shift from
classical disciplinary formations to contemporary algorithmic control and overt
populism. It analyzes how ethical autonomy is subordinated to profitability, efficiency,
and calculability, while technologically mediated systems of dehumanization reshape
human subjectivity and collective existence. Alongside functional nihilism, the inquiry
addresses the radical politicization of truth—where truth is subsumed by discursive
competition and politics becomes an arena of affective mobilization, polarization, and
symbolic antagonism. Consequently, rational dialogue is marginalized, producing a
structural closure that stifles emancipatory action. Finally, addressing identity-driven
tensions in contemporary communicative environments, this study argues for an
“existential turn.” It advocates for a transition from power grounded in domination and
calculation toward a paradigm of virtue-oriented agency and “capability in relation to
the Other,” safeguarding ethical and civilizational life in the twenty-first century
through relationality, responsibility, and recognition.

Keywords: Metamorphosis of power, Political ethics, Instrumental rationality,
Lifeworld, Functional nihilism, Existential turn, Capability in relation to the Other

!, Writer and Researcher in Philosophy
Email: eshrag@nebras.eu
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Re-reading Power in the Thought of al-Mawardi

Dr. Mirwais Balkhi'

Abstract

Raising the problem of the widespread misunderstanding of the concept of power
within the Islamic political tradition - particularly the domain of Khorasan and the
Islamic world -this article argues that the prevailing interpretation of the political
thought of Abii al-Hasan al-Mawardi, a prominent fifth-century AH thinker, has been
forged upon reductionist jurisprudential readings and the theory of taghallub (coercive
dominance), thereby casting a veil over the more mature strata of his philosophy. The
methodology of this research rests upon text-based analysis and conceptual
reconstruction, examining his treatise Durar al-Sulik fi Siyasat al-Mulik as a
representative artifact of al-Mawardi’s late and empirical phase of thought. The
findings of the article evince that, for al-Mawardi, power is conceived not as an
instrument of sheer subjugation, but rather as a moral responsibility and an institutional
mechanism for the generation of justice, sound oversight, truthful intelligence,
beneficence, security, and trustworthiness—a conceptualization that resonates with
contemporary theories of good governance and ethical leadership. The article
concludes that a critical re-reading of al-Mawardi can furnish an indigenous and ethical
foundation for critiquing contemporary authoritarianism and redefining the theory of
power within the Islamic world, holding profound significance for nations such as
Afghanistan that grapple with crises of legitimacy and efficacy.

Keyword: Pillars of power, Good governance, Political ethics, Durar al-Suliik f1
Siyasat al-Muliik, Legitimacy

!. Mohammad Mirwais Balkhi, PhD, Joined James Madison University
Email: mirwaisbalkhi@yahoo.com
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Knowledge and Power in the Human Sciences:

A Genealogical Reading from a Foucault's Perspective

Dr. Fahimeh Nasiri!

Abstract

In classical paradigms, the human sciences have conventionally been formulated upon
the premise of neutrality and the objective pursuit of truth. However, Michel Foucault’s
critical and genealogical critique of the inextricable nexus of “power/knowledge”
confronts these positivist presuppositions with a profound epistemological challenge.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study aims to examine the
mechanisms through which the discourse of power operates in the production and
legitimation of knowledge across the human sciences. The findings reveal that
knowledge in the human sciences is inherently non-neutral; rather, it is a byproduct of
capillary networks of power and disciplinary techniques that manage and normalize
individuals through the apparatuses of “objectification” and ‘“‘subjectification.”
Furthermore, academic institutions—by institutionalizing “regimes of truth” and
enforcing methodological standards of exclusion and inclusion—legitimize conformist
propositions while systematically disqualifying “subjugated knowledges.” Ultimately,
this study concludes that the fundamental task of the researcher in the human sciences
lies in maintaining a critical ethos aimed at deconstructing the naturalized
entanglements between scientific authority and networks of power.

Keywords: Genealogy, Discourse, Counter-Discourse, Power/Knowledge,
Legitimation of Knowledge , Regime of Truth, Michel Foucault

I, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences and Counseling, Payame Noor
University, Tehran, Iran.
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The Discourse of Power and the Social Construction of
Truth in Human Rights

Atya Razawi!

Abstract

This article critically examines the nexus between the discourse of power and human
rights, focusing on the mechanisms of truth and legitimacy production within
contemporary theories. The primary problem addressed in this study is how discourses
contribute to the formation, institutionalization, and political legitimization of human
rights systems through the generation of knowledge and the articulation of truth. The
objective of this research is to establish an integrative framework for analyzing the
discourse of human rights in conjunction with theories of power, hegemony, and
governmentality. Utilizing a qualitative methodology based on documentary analysis
with an interpretive-critical approach, the study conceptually analyzes classical and
contemporary texts within the realms of power discourse and human rights. The
findings indicate that discourses facilitate the stabilization of human rights legitimacy
by engendering "regimes of truth" across epistemic and media institutions.
Furthermore, processes of subjectivation—such as the construction of specific identity
positions like the "asylum seeker"—play a pivotal role in redefining political actions
and policy-making. The investigation further reveals that in the digital age, data-driven
technologies and algorithmic surveillance have forged novel modalities of power and
control, rendering the boundary between rights protection and the exercise of
surveillance increasingly complex. Consequently, human rights operate
simultaneously as a mechanism for limiting domination and as an instrument for
governance and political legitimation. Ultimately, this research emphasizes that human
rights are not a static or immutable truth, but rather a discursive battlefield oscillating
between domination and emancipatory possibilities, perpetually susceptible to
theoretical and social redefinition.

Keywords: Discourse of Power - Human Rights - Knowledge - Truth — Hegemony
Governmentality - Resistance - Legitimacy

!, Senior Human Rights Expert
Email: razawi@nebras.eu
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Three concepts of power: Foucault,

Bourdieu, and Habermas!

Author: Dr. Gerd Christensen’
Translator into Persian: Afsoon Eshraq?

Abstract

The article is a discussion of the concept of power in three different social theories that
are often applied to educational research: the theories of Jiirgen Habermas, Pierre
Bourdieu, and Michel Foucault. In everyday life, the concept of power is used as if it
only had a single connotation: power as possessed by someone (“the powerful””) while
exercised over someone else (“the powerless”). In this case, power is considered as a
(potentially) repressive force and ascribed to a person, a culture, a state, or a society.
Though, power can be comprehended otherwise: as non-possessed and productive. In
the paper, the three conceptions of power are presented and discussed in relation to
each other and to specific philosophical themes like dualism, reductionism,
determinism and autonomy, truth, normativity, and relativism. Finally, the paper shows
that the applied power-concept has significant consequences for the way the
educational researcher analyzes conflicts, and therefore also for our understanding of
the world in which we live.

!, The editorial board of "NEBRAS" is grateful to Dr. Gerd Christensen for agreeing, following
correspondence, to the Persian translation and publication of this article in this issue.
Gerd Christensen, “Three Concepts of Power: Foucault, Bourdieu, and Habermas”, Power and

Education, Volume 16, Issue 2 (2024), pp- 182-195,
https://doi.org/10.1177/17577438231187129.

2. Dr. Gerd Christensen is an Associate Professor at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark;
holds a Ph.D. in Educational Sciences; and is a researcher in the fields of philosophy,
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New Media and Digital Authoritarianism: A
Comparative Analysis of the Role of Algorithmic
Media in Restraining and Reinforcing

Authoritarianism
Dr. Sayeed Ebrahim Darwishean', Amrullah Taqwa’, Muhammad Hanif Moaz®

Abstract

The rapid proliferation of algorithmic platforms has fundamentally transformed the
public sphere, raising critical questions about the dual political functions of new
media—acting simultaneously as tools for democratic emancipation and digital
totalitarianism. This study investigates how distinct political structures mediate these
conflicting functions. Employing a structured systematic literature review combined
with qualitative thematic analysis of authoritative international documents and
scholarly databases, this research maps out the mechanisms through which modern
media operate across different political regimes. The findings indicate that while the
positive affordances of new media enhance transparency, accountability, and
networked counter-power, their negative vectors manifest through filter bubbles, spin
dictatorships, algorithmic surveillance, and organized manipulation. A comparative
framework reveals that in democratic systems, algorithmic governance primarily
deepens selective polarization and institutional erosion; in hybrid regimes, it enables
electoral engineering and public opinion manipulation; and in non-democratic states,
it facilitates digital unfreedom and smart state repression, mediated by public tolerance
for surveillance. Ultimately, the functional orientation of new media is determined by
its underlying political ecology rather than an inherent technological determinism.
Addressing modern authoritarianism necessitates a critical re-examination of
algorithmic governance, enhanced transparency in recommendation systems, and the
structural redesign of platform architectures.

Keywords: Algorithmic Governance, Digital Authoritarianism, Digital Repression,
Networked Counter-Power, New Media, Platform Architecture

. Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Mili
University, Kabul, Afghanistan

2. Department of Communication Studies, Faculty of Communication & Journalism, Kabul
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Power Between Domination and Meaning: A
Comparative Reconsideration of the Concept of Power

in Social Theory

Said Mohammad Taqi Mosavi'

Abstract

Power is one of the most expansive yet contentious concepts in social theory. In a
significant strand of classical theories, power was primarily understood through the
lens of will-imposition, dominion, coercion, and obedience; however, in contemporary
theories, the analysis of power has transcended the confines of physical force and
compulsion to encompass the roles of consent, culture, meaning, knowledge, norm,
and discourse. The central inquiry of this research is whether this conceptual expansion
signifies a transition from domination to meaning, or whether domination is
reproduced in more complex modalities through symbolic and discursive mechanisms.
Employing a conceptual-comparative methodology with a focus on the selected works
of Max Weber, Antonio Gramsci, Pierre Bourdieu, and Michel Foucault, this study
examines four major articulations of power in social theory: power, domination, and
authority in Weber's theory; hegemony in Gramsci's thought; symbolic power in
Bourdieu's theory; and relational-discursive power in Foucault's thought. The findings
of the research demonstrate that these perspectives do not represent linear, mutually
exclusive stages, but rather complementary strata for comprehending social power.
Consequently, the expansion of the concept of power does not culminate in the erasure
of domination; rather, it extends the scope of its analysis from overt forms of command
and coercion to the cultural, symbolic, epistemic, and discursive mechanisms of
subjugation. Within this framework, meaning is conceptualized not as the antithesis of
power, but as one of the primary arenas for the exercise, legitimation, and reproduction
of power relations within society.

Keywords: Power, meaning , hegemony, subject, domination, authority, knowledge

!, PhD in International Relations
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The Dialectic of Counter-Power and Political

Development under Network Governance

Hossein Zafari', Dr. Ghawsuddin Hafid?, Mohammad Sadeghi Rad?

Abstract

This study aims to examine the mediating role of civil institutions in fostering political
development within contemporary network governance frameworks. The core premise
posits that, despite its participatory claims, network governance is susceptible to
technocratic depoliticization and latent hegemony in the absence of counter-power
agency. Employing a qualitative approach and utilizing the meta-synthesis method
(based on the seven-step model of Sandelowski and Barroso), this research analyzes
42 peer-reviewed scholarly documents published between 2005 and 2026. The
document selection process adhered to the PRISMA protocol, and quality assessment
was conducted using the CASP tool, with a Holsti’s coefficient of agreement (0.86)
confirming the reliability of the findings. The results demonstrate that political
development is the outcome of a dialectical synthesis between the “rigid network
structure” and the “agency of civic counter-power.” Within this framework, counter-
power is conceptualized as the affirmative capacity of civil institutions to reconfigure
power relations, thereby preventing the co-optation of civil society into the governance
apparatus through critical mediation. The final findings indicate that the mediating role
of civil institutions fosters political development only if these institutions—by
preserving their epistemic and organizational autonomy—transition from a state of
“negative resistance” to “affirmative counter-power” and exert a meaningful influence
on policy-making processes.
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Power, Discourse, and Political Order: A Critical
Reading of Foucault
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Abstract

The formation, consolidation, reproduction, and collapse of political orders are among
the fundamental concerns of political and social theory. A significant body of political
and social theory, particularly the work of Michel Foucault, focuses on the interplay
between power and discourse, the production of knowledge, regimes of truth,
processes of normalization, and resistance to analyze how power operates, offering a
dynamic framework for understanding its functioning. From this perspective, power is
not exercised solely through direct coercion; rather, it permeates everyday life and
reproduces itself through institutions, knowledge, classifications, and discourses.
Power and discourse are mutually constitutive and reinforcing, contributing to each
other’s production and reproduction while shaping social contexts, organizations, and
channels of power. Foucault’s views on power and the role of discourse have had a
profound and far-reaching influence on the study of power. Nevertheless, through a
critical examination of Foucault’s theories, this article investigates the power—
discourse nexus's capacity to explain the formation of political order and social
organization, as well as its interaction with fundamental social values and norms of
truth, justice, and legitimacy. Focusing on societies experiencing political instability
and internal conflict, marked by political ruptures and even historical discontinuities,
the author argues that the power—discourse framework alone is insufficient to account
for the dynamics of continuity and change, and the emergence of political stability and
order. The article therefore contends that understanding power and discourse in plural
and politically unstable societies, particularly those experiencing recurrent political
ruptures, requires a dynamic, multi-source framework for analyzing how power
operates.
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Algorithmic Governance and the Transformation of
the Dimensions of Power in International Relations
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Abstract

The rapid expansion of generative artificial intelligence (Al) is reshaping information
production and dissemination and, consequently, the configuration of power in global
politics. The divergent strategies of the United States and China, the European Union’s
regulatory and normative influence, the regional ambitions of India and the Global
South, and Russia’s emphasis on military and information operations signal the
emergence of a geopolitical order in which Al constitutes a critical source of power.
This study examines how the shift from smart power to algorithmic power is
transforming the mechanisms of power in international relations and what trajectories
may ensue. Using thematic analysis, the study finds that algorithmic systems convert
traditional sources of power into data-driven power, concentrating the capacity to
accumulate and control massive datasets within organizations that govern access to
users and digital infrastructures, while positioning technology networks as
consequential new actors. Scenario analysis points to competing possibilities: states
capable of establishing Al standards may shape global norms, while technological
cooperation or intensified geopolitical rivalry may redefine the international order;
simultaneously, private technology corporations may acquire authority extending
beyond conventional state power. The study concludes that grounding Al governance
in shared human values and ethical responsibility, rather than its instrumentalization
for power and national security, is crucial to mitigating global risks; otherwise,
algorithmic power may deepen asymmetries and regulatory gaps in global governance.
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Reconceptualizing the Legal Dimensions of Power:
From Institutional Domination to Algorithmic
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Abstract

Power remains a foundational concept in political philosophy, sociology, and public
law; yet the emergence of algorithmic governance is challenging conventional
understandings of how power is exercised, attributed, and legitimated. This study
examines how the transition from centralized and visible forms of institutional
domination toward data-driven and networked modes of governance is reshaping the
relationship among power, authority, responsibility, and legal legitimacy. Drawing on
a descriptive-analytical and documentary methodology, and critically engaging with
the theoretical contributions of Max Weber, Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Jiirgen
Habermas, Anthony Giddens, and Joseph Nye, the study argues that digitalization has
not displaced power but reconfigured its modalities, rendering its operation
increasingly dispersed, opaque, and technologically mediated. Algorithmic power is
therefore conceptualized not as a substitute for political or institutional power, but as
an emergent modality through which power is exercised, reproduced, and potentially
obscured. The analysis distinguishes power as the capacity to shape outcomes,
authority as socially and normatively recognized legitimacy, and domination as the
institutionalization of asymmetrical relations. Within this configuration, law performs
a dual function: it both institutionalizes power and constrains its exercise through the
rule of law, transparency, accountability, effective oversight, contestability, and the
protection of human agency. The study consequently situates algorithmic governance
within a broader transformation of the legal and normative architecture of power in the
digital age.

Keywords: Power, Authority, Legal Legitimacy, Regimes of Truth, State
andTechnology, Digital Resistance

!. Ph.D. Student in Law at the University of Tehran
Email: goudarzimasil3@gmail.com | ORCID: 0009-0004-1301-2972



NEBRAS .

Special Issue:

The Discourse of Power

In this issue:

@ The Tragedy of Power in the Post-Truth Sphere
Sayed HussainEshrag

@ Re-reading Power in the Thought of al - Mawardi
Dr. Mirwais Balkhi

® Knowledge and Power in the Human Sciences: A Genealogical Reading from a Foucault's Perspective
Dr. Fahimeh Nasiri

@® The Discourse of Power and the Social Construction of Truth in Human Rights
AtyaRazavi

® Three concepts of power: Foucault, Bourdieu, and Haberma
Dr. Gerd Christensen | Translated into Persianby Afsoon Eshrag

@ New Media and Digital Authoritarianism

Dr. Sayeed Ebrahim Darwishean, Amrullah Tagwa, Muhammad Hanif Moaz

Power Between Domination and Meaning: A Comparative Reconsideration of the Concept of Power
inSocial Theory

Dr. Said Mohammad Taqi Mosavi

@ The Dialectic of Counter-Power and Political Development under Network Covernance
Hossein Zafari, Dr. ChawsuddinHafid, Mohammad SadeghiRad

® Power, Discourse, and Political Order: A Critical Reading of Foucault

Dr. Mohammad Q asim Wafayezada

Algorithmic Governance and the Transformation of the Dimensions of Power in
International Relations

A Basir Mesbah - Dr. Sayed Borhan Altafe

Reconceptualizing the Legal Dimensions of Power: From Institutional Domination to
Algorithmic Governance

Masoma Godarzi



